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TEXAS COMPANY’S MAIN PIPE LINE STATION 
AT HUMBLE 
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This station has recently been entirely remodeled and is conceded to be one of the finest equipped in the 
country. It has a daily pumping capacity of 25,000 barrels. It is located at 
Moonshine Hill in the heart of the deep sand territory. 


THIS ISSUE CONTAINS THE MOST COMPLETE DRILLING 
REPORT OF GOOSE CREEK EVER PUBLISHED 

















Make Drilling Lines 


Last Longer 


Protect them from wear. 


Guard them from inter- 
nal friction. 


Save them trom destruc- 
tion by corrosion, due 
to tainted water. 


Ask us to tell you how. 


THE TEXAS COMPANY 


Dept. ‘‘ON,”’ 17 Battery Place, N. Y. City 


HOUSTON CHICAGO NEW YORK 


OFFICES IN PRINCIPAL CITIES 
There is a Texas Lubricant for every purpose 
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WE ARE HEADQUARTERS FOR 


Everything for Oil Wells 


Write for quotations on your requirements or send us your open orders—they will be filled at bottom 
prices, in a manner that will please you. 





THE LARGEST SUPPLY HOUSE IN THE SOUTHWEST 


PEDEN IRON & STEEL CO,), sas ‘axroxto 











REPUBLIC SUPPLY COMPANY 


HOUSTON, TEXAS 


Oil and Gas Well Supplies 





—_—STORES———— 
OKLAHOMA— TEXAS— LOUISIANA— 
Tulsa, Wilson, Yale, Houston, Humble, Shreveport, 
Wirt, Haskell Electra, Burkburnett Mansfield, Oil City 














DREADNAUGHT 
LINE 








Beaumont Iron Works Company 
BEAUMONT, TEXAS, U.S. A. 

















anne Eon 


— 


ee Feces te me oS 
—— - eed rey Se 


a et pate. om doe 


es 


iy 
if 
* 
i 
4 
4 

; 


~~ 


eee 
am = — 


ae 


ao a Be wie na A te ge ee RC a a a RE ea 








2 GULF COAST OIL NEWS February 17, 1917 





Your Trouble Will Be Solved 
By Using the 


One of Our Special Units Also Built in the Belted Type 








The special design of the Blackmer with heavy 
buckets enables you to handle heavy oils 
equally as well as kerosene. 

All our pumps have the automatic take-up for 
wear feature and capacities from 5 to 500 
gallons per minute. 

















Blackmer Rotary Pump Co. 


PETOSKEY, MICHIGAN 





THE ONLY OIL JOURNAL PUBLISHED IN THE GULF COAST COUNTRY 
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Proposed Tax Law Without Merit 


ERHAPS the most illogical, impractical 
and generally hurtful bill to be considered 
during the present session of the Texas 
Legislature, is the one introduced by Rep- 

resentatives McFarland and Bryant, designated 

as “House Bill No. 186—entitled an act to amend 

Article 7377, Title 126, Revised Statutes of this 

State, relating to those engaged in the State of 

Texas in the business of wholesale dealers in coal 

oil, naphtha, benzine, or any other mineral Oils re- 

fined from petroleum.” 

Briefly stated, the proposed bill provides for a 
tax of 2 per cent to be levied on gross sales of 
refinery products, making a clean sweep of all who 





sell such products at wholesale. The author of the* 


bill sets forth: “Sec. 2. The fact that Article No. 
7377, as it now stands in the Revised Statutes of 
this State, is causing the loss of hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars to tax the people and correspond- 
ingly increasing the taxation upon those less able 
to bear it.” This looks like beginning at the wrong 
end of the animal to cut off a dog’s tail. What 
could be more clearly evident to those who will 
give themselves over to a-little sound reasoning 
than that instead of lifting the burden, they are 
adding to it; for, truly, the consumers of kerosene 
and other refinery products would have to pay 
more in the form of increased prices of products 
than they would be relieved of in taxes, even if 
relieved to any extent. 

Thus seeing that the measure fails of its aim, 
what else would result? Briefly stated, the an- 
swer is, demoralization of the oil industry in 
Texas. The blow would fall first upon the refin- 
eries and would result in operators in this branch 
seeking other locations where they would be wel- 


comed without an excessive burden being placed 
upon them. This would, in turn, deal the pro- 
ducers of the State a body blow, by reason of a 
lack of local refinery demands and would tend to 
diminish activities that are now so promising for 
the development of the oil resources of the State. 
Moreover, it would divert pipe lines that are con- 
centrating on the Gulf Coast of Texas from Okla- 
homa and Louisiana fields and take the production 
of these prolific fields to the refineries that would 
locate where they would not be thus burdened. 
Going still further, it is not difficult to see the 
loss that would be sustained by the commercial 
life of the State; not. only in the loss of the vast 
trade originating in the oil industry, but also in 
the development of transportation facilities, not 
the least of which is in our export trade, now in 
the beginning of its growth to vast proportions, 
if kept free from any obstructing element. 

How men chosen of the people to represent the 
interests of the State, which are unquestionably 
the interests of the people of the State, fail to see 
that they are acting in opposition to such inter- 
ests, in matters of this nature, can only be ac- 
counted for as due to a lack of thoughtful investi- 
gation. It is not sufficient to jump at a conclusion 
that to tax industries relieves the burdens of the 
masses, but as in this case, other conditions should 
be taken into consideration to determine if such 
laws would not, in reality, be more hurtful than 
beneficial, even to those they are intended to bene- 
fit; and at the same time do inestimable injury to 
the general interest of the State. It would be far 
better to encourage all industries that will develop 
the resources of the country, stimulate commer- 
cialism and give to the people the products of such 
industries at a minimum cost. 
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Two Good Completions for the Week 


There were six completions for the past week, two of which 
were failures. New production- amounted to 1,145 barrels, 
yet the field shows a net loss in production as compared with 
the figures of the week previous of 175 barrels. 

The Southern Petroleum Company’s No. 19 on the Land- 
slide furnished the best completion of the lot with an initial 
production of 750 barrels. It is now flowing steadily at the 
rate of about 600 barrels a day. The next in order was that 
of the Producers Oil Company, on the Landslide tract also, 
being No. 215 Landslide. It came in at around 650 barrels 
and has now settled down to 500 barrels a day. Of the 
other completions, two were small pumpers and two dry 
holes; all in the shallow district. In giving the total daily 
averages of production for the past two weeks the figures of 
the Southern Petroleum Company were erroneously omitted. 

Production is distributed as follows: 





He FeosNceTS ON TOMPARY. «...05.50 604005000008 8,575 
The Republic Production Company ........... 5,475 
The Invincible Oil Company .................. 2,550 
The Gulf Production Company ................ 2,300 
The Southern Petroleum Company ............ 1,925 
BOE eA SDANY nenncas os ccee banssss bax wees 575 
Ame POnaasKn TON GGOMDARY: 2.66 oso s00000 0s 140 
2 US Ce ENS SC See a eee eae 2,185 

CURT EO RS er ae ee ee ee 23,725 





Field Notes 


The Permit Oil Company No. 1 on the House tract is a 
derrick. 

The Gulf Coast Oil Corporation No. 2 Weed is drilling at 
about 1,185 feet. 

The Chicago-Texas Oil Company No. 1, on the Montgom- 
ery tract, is shut down at 1,175 feet. 

Hufistettler Oil Company completed No. 14 on the Her- 
man tract at a depth of 700 feet. It is good for about 25 
barrels on the jack. No. 15 of the same company and on 
same tract was completed at a depth of 715 feet. It is mak- 
ing 20 barrels on the jack. Both completions were made on 
the 13th instant. No. 16 is a derrick on the same tract. 

The Hancock Oil Company No. 3 Bender is shut down at 
1,040 feet. 

The Gum Gulley Oil Company No. 1 on the Bender tract 
set 6-inch at 1,810 feet. Now drilling below 1,855 feet.. 

The Onalaska Oil Company No. 2 on the House tract is 
drilling below 2,530 feet. 

The Mud Lake Oil Company is shut down in No. 1 Victor 
Blanco at 1,665 feet. 

The Pyramid Oil Company is working over No. 2 Morris. 

Blaffer & Farish have a derrick up for 159 Mason. 

Brown et al. No. 1 Echols was abandoned on the 12th inst. 
at 1,015 feet. It was dry. 

The Capital Oil Company has abandoned No. 7 Bart at 
1,050 feet—dry. 

The Gulf State Oil Company No. 1 Taylor is sidetracking 
at 2,325 feet. No. 2 of the same company on the Marshall 
tract is a derrick. 

The Lelan Oil & Gas Company No. 2 Hirsch set 6-inch at 
1,890 feet. 

The Producers Oil Company completed No. 215 on the 
Landslide on the 11th of the current month at a depth of 
2,625 feet. Its initial production was estimated at about 750 
barrels. The present rate of flow is around 500 barrels. No. 
216 on the same tract is a derrick. The same company is re- 
drilling No. 49 Herman at 875 feet. No. 20 on the Carroll 
Oil & Gas Company’s tract is drilling at 2,460 feet. No. 10 
Burt, 50 acres, is drilling below 3,000 feet. On the Mason 


tract, the company is bailing No. 182 at 1,323 feet and No. 
12 Koehler is drilling at 1,980 feet. 
The Southern Petroleum Company No. 19 on the Landslide 


_ cerning the occurrence of these substances in the state. 
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tract was completed on the 13th inst. at a depth of 1,380 feet. 
It is making approximately 600 barrels. 

The Atlantic & Gulf Petroleum Company No. 2 Bodeman 
is drilling at 3,200 feet and No. 3 on the same tract is set- 
ting screen at 3,035 feet and bailing. 

The Singleton Ranch Oil Company No. 1 on the Singleton 
tract is drilling at 2,885 feet. 

The Delta Oil Company No. 1 on the Bender is setting up. 

The National Oil & Refining Company No. 8 Wimberly is 
a derrick. 

The Sun Company No. 18 River is cementing at 2,930 feet. 
No. 19 of the same company and on the same tract is drill- 
ing at 145 feet. No. 20 is a location. 

The Invincible Oil Company (Neils Esperson) No. 51 Her- 
man is fishing at 2,323 feet. No. 52 is shut down at 2,350 
feet, No. 53 is drilling at 1,550 and No. 54 is a derrick. 

The Gulf Production Company No. 10 Fondren-Crow is 
drilling at 2,135 feet. R 


————-% 


Prospects for Oil and Gas in Montana 


The search for oil and gas in Montana has become very 
active, and there is an insistent demand for information con- 
The 
extension into Montana of the fields that are producing high- 
grade oils in Wyoming, the development of valuable gas 
fields in Southern Alberta, the discovery of some oil within 
a few score miles of the northern boundary of Montana, and, 
finally, the recent drilling in of a large gas well at Havre, 
in Hill County, have led petroleum engineers and operators 
to give serious attention to “wildcatting” in this state. Rocks 
of the age same as those which are productive in Wyoming 
and in Alberta are known to be present over large areas 
in Montana, and there is every reason to believe that where 
the structure is favorable they will yield oil and gas. A re- 
port on the possibilities of oil in this region has recently 
been prepared by Eugene Stebinger of the United States 
Geological Survey, Department of the Interior, and published 
as Bulletin 641-C. In his report Mr. Stebinger summarizes 
all the available data concerning the possible occurrence of 
oil and gas in a considerable area in the north-central part 
of Montana, from the latitude of Great Falls northward to 
the international boundary. He discusses briefly the gen- 
eral geology of the region, names the rocks in which oil and 
gas are likely to be found, and tells how the several forma- 
tions may be recognized both at the surface and in drilling. 
The Havre gas field is described in detail, and the probable 
extension of the field. Areas in Hill, Chouteau, Blaine, and 
Fergus Counties, where the structure is similar to that at 
Havre, and other areas whose structure is believed to give 
promise of oil and gas production are discussed in detail. 
Most of the localities named have not yet been tested by the 
drill. 

This report is one which every operator in Montana should 
read with care. A copy can be obtained free from the Di- 
rector of the United States Geological Survey, Washington, 
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Showing of Oil at League City 


The test of the United Oil Producers Association at League 
City has an excellent showing of oil at approximately 1,700 
feet in broken rock formation. The rock was penetrated for 
21 feet. The company will set either 6’or 8-inch and are 
now shut down awaiting its arrival, when bailing will be 
started. The location is about 300 feet west of the G., H. 
& H. R. R. station. 


MAGNOLIA 
PETROLEUM 


STOCKS AND BONDS 
NEUHAUS & CO. 


STOCKS BONDS :: NOTES 
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Hurricane Does Much Damage 


A small cyclone, accompanied by much hail and rain, 
struck Goose Creek Wednesday afternoon precisely at 4 
o'clock, doing much damage to derricks and rigs and en- 
dangering the lives of many field men. Most of the damage 
occurred along the shore fronting on Tabbs Bayou, from the 
Schilling tract on the west to the Briggs tract on the east, 
demolishing eight derricks. No. 3 well of the Simms Com- 
pany, on the Sweet tract, was the first to go, pipe falling 
within 30 feet of a dwelling immediately west. The gas main 
was broken at this point by the falling timbers and pipe, 
cutting off all boilers east of the Sweet tract. The Gulf 
Production Company lost derricks Nos. 5 and 6 on the Briggs 
and No. A-10 on the Tabb. Simms lost No. 3 on the Sweet 
and Nos. 1 and 2 on the John Schilling. Out in the Bay, the 
Producers Oil Company lost No. 1 Jerry Isenhour, and on 
the John Schilling tract C. T. Rucker lost No. 2. 

The total daily average production for the past week is 
in excess of 19,000 barrels, over 6,000 barrels of which is new. 
The most noteworthy completion of the week is that of the 
Gulf Production Company, No. 4 Praether. This well is lo- 
cated directly on the shore of Tabbs Bay, and slightly west 
of the company’s other big producers on the Briggs and Tabb 
tracts. The pay was struck at 2,634 feet. The capacity of 
the well is estimated at 12,000 barrels daily; however, it was 
necessary to pinch it down to about 6,000, as pipe lines and 
storage at present are wholly inadequate to present produc- 
tion. The Gulf Pipe Line Company is doubling its line to 
the main at Lynchburg. 

Shortage of pipe and drilling rigs is delaying many tests, 
but since the channel at the mouth of the Creek has been 
dredged, barge shipments have become more regular and 
dependable than heretofore, so that within forty or fifty days 
a defined pool should be mapped out and the status of Goose 
Creek as an oil field definitely fixed. This assumption is 
based on the contingency of a maximum supply of materials 
and a minimum amount of delay in operations. 





Field Notes 


Gulf Production Company No. 1 Matthews is drilling in 
rock at 1,160 feet. No. 3 Paddock of the same company is 
below 1,970 feet in rock and No. 1 B. Jones is drilling at 
about 1,280 feet in gumbo. 

The Humble Oil Company is setting up No. 1 on the De- 
merrit tract. The same company set 518 feet of 10-inch in 
No. 1 Ashbel Smith, while No. 2 of the same company and 
on the same tract is setting up. 

E. F. Simms et al. No. 1 Ashbel Smith is drilling at 2,760 
feet in rock; No. 2 on the same tract is drilling in gumbo 
at 1,925 feet; No. 3, same tract, is setting up. On the Schill- 
ing tract, the same company is drilling No. 5 at 2,610 feet; 
No. 6 at 2,620 feet; No. 7 at 2,650 feet; No. 9 at 1,585 feet, 
and No. 10 at about 1,300 feet. On the Hughes 7% acres the 
same company is drilling No. 1 in gumbo at 1,680 feet; No. 2 
at 2,070 feet in shale; No. 3 is drilling in rock at 1,760 feet, 
and No. 4 is around 1,590 feet in gumbo. On the Sweet tract 
the same company is drilling No. 1 at 2,270 feet in gumbo; 
No. 2 is below 2,405 feet, and No. 3 is at 1,880 feet in gumbo. 
(The derrick on No. 3 was demolished Wednesday by hur- 
ricane.) 


The Gulf Production Company No. 2 on the Tabb is drill- 


ing at 2,570 feet in shale; No. 3 on the same tract is drilling . 


in shale at about 2,540 feet. On the Gillette tract the same 
company is drilling No. 3 at 1,720 feet. On the Gaillard 
tract No. 1 is drilling at 1,700 feet in shale; No. 5 is tempo- 
rarily abandoned at 2,250 feet, and No. 6 is drilling at 2,110 
feet in rock. On the Tabb fee No. 9 is drilling at 1,385 feet; 
No. 3 Stateland is at 1,985 feet in gumbo; No. 1 Scorrega is 
drilling at 2,715 in rock; No. 3 Bush is drilling in rock at 
1,770 feet, and No. 4 on the same tract is setting up. No. 1 
on the Hoffman-Gaillard is drilling in rock ‘at about 2,260 
feet; No. 6 Gaillard is drilling in rock at 1,405 feet, and No. 7 
on the same tract is drilling at 1,960 feet in rock. On the 
Rosenthal tract No. 1 is drilling at about 2,075 feet in rock; 
No. 1 Trader is drilling in gumbo at 2,470 feet. On the 
Wright tract No. 4 is drilling below 2,370 feet; Nos. 5, 6 and 
7 are derricks; same tract. 

Gulf-Beaumont Oil Company, No. 5 Stateland, is drilling in 
rock at about 1,710 feet. 

The Gulf Production Company, No. 2 Briggs, is drilling at 
about 1,100 feet, while No. 6 is a location on the same tract. 
No. 5 Praether is a location. No. 2 Rucker-Schilling is set- 
ting up. No. 7 Stateland Producers is drilling in sand at 
2,600 feet. 


Gulf-Meyers, joint test, No. 3 Schilling, is drilling in shale 
at 2,305 feet. 

Gulf Production Company, Blaffer & Farish No. 1 Mitchell, 
is drilling below 2,800 feet; No. 2 is below 2,770 feet in gum- 
bo, and No. 3 is drilling at about 1,500 feet in gumbo. 

Gulf Production Company, No. 4 Praether, came in Wed- 
nesday evening with a strong flow of dry gas and a spray 
of oil from a depth of approximately 2,634 feet. It soon set- 
tled down to a steady flow of pure oil. It has a capacity 
flow of 12,000 barrels, but has been pinched down to about 
6,000. This well has 160 feet of pay, 96 feet of which is solid 
and as close grained as rice. 

The Producers Oil Company No. 1, Jerry Isenhour, located 
about 1000 yards south of the shore in Tabbs Bay, was pre- 
paring to rig up Wednesday afternoon when the windstorm 
of that day demolished the derrick. 

The Gillette Oil Company No. 1 Hoskins is in rock at 
about 2,775 feet. This test is located two miles east of pro- 
duction, and during the early part of January created quite 
a stir among the fraternity by reason of the many rumors 
afloat to the effect that the pay had been found at 2,590 feet. 
The interest was due to the probable extension of the field 
in an unlooked for direction. 

The Damon Mound & West Columbia Oil Association No. 
1 John Gaillard is drilling in hard sand at about 2,430 feet. 

C. L. Pierce et al. No. 1 on the Wright is drilling below 
2,200 feet. 

The Atlas Oil Company No. 1, Castelle, set 570 feet of 
10-inch. 

Mills Bennett-Central Goose Creek Oil Company No. 1 
Jones is drilling at 2,560 feet in hard rock. 

The Sutherland Oil Company No. 1 Castelle set 315 feet of 
10-inch. 

American Production Company No. 5 L. W. Jones is below 
1,900 feet. No. 6 of the same company on the Pelly tract is 
fishing at 2,350 feet. On the Blackwell Peninsula the same 
company is fishing at 2,200 feet in No. 1. 

The Magnolia Petroleum Company No. 2 on the Duke tract 
is drilling at about 1,600 feet in rock. 

The Gulf Coast Oil Corporation No. 4 Gaillard is drilling 
below 1,100 feet. 

The Producers Oil Company No. 2 Isenhour is setting up. 

The West Virginia Oil Company No. 2 Mary Dolan is 
drilling in rock at 1,650 feet. ; 

The Empire Fuel & Gas Company No. 2 Grace Addey is 
drilling in rock at 1,550 feet. No. 3 on the same tract is 
spudding in. 

Paul Briant et al. No. 1 Blackwell’s Island is shut down 
at 2,100 feet, waiting on 3-inch. 

Houston Deep Well Company No. 1 Gaillard peninsula is 
shut down at around 1,650 feet. 

Staiti et al. No. 1 on Duke is drilling below 3,600 feet. 





HUMBLE, TEXAS 
R. S. STERLING, President 
ie " BOZARTH, Vice President 
J. W. FINCHER, Cashier 





Humble State Bank ~* 


Money Loaned on Oil in Pipe Lines 


All Business Given Prompt 
Attention 
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Bureau of Mines Specifications on Gasoline 


Washington, D. C.—At request of the general supply com- 
mittee of the executive departments of the District of Colum- 
bia, the Bureau of Mines has prepared gasoline specifications 
and sent them to refiners, automobile engineers, jobbers and 
others qualified to criticize, asking for their opinions on the 
same. 

In these specifications gravity is omitted entirely as a basis 
for test, volatility being the basic property for determining 
the grade and usefulness of gasoline. This, however, is not 
susceptible of statement in a few words. Summed up, the 
following are given as desirable qualities in gasoline: 

(1) Neither the gasoline nor its products of combustion 
should have a strong or markedly disagreeable odor, this be- 
ing objectionable to users of automobiles. 

(2) The gasoline should be free from matter which is not 
hydrocarbon, such as water, sediment, acid, etc. 

(3) The gasoline should be free from bodies which either 
originally or after combustion attack the metal composing 
the engine. Unremoved acid in refining and excessive sul- 
phur content, fall under this head. 

(4) The gasoline should not contain excessive percentages 
of unsaturated or aromatic hydrocarbons, since some evi- 
dence is at hand which indicates that there may be limits 
in the ability of motors, as at present constructed and ad- 
justed, to utilize these products. 

(5) The gasoline should not contain too high a percentage 
of very volatile products which tend toward high evapora- 
tion losses and excessive danger in handling and storage. 

(6) The gasoline should not contain any considerable pér- 
centages of heavy or non-volatile constituents which prevent 
the atomization into engine cylinders of a mixture which can 
be completely burned. 

The above stated requirements are simple in principle and 
are almost axiomatic. The only problem is to fix limits, de- 
fined by experimental practice, which shall satisfy the desir- 
able conditions. 

There are at present on the market types of gasoline pro- 
duced by several general refining methods. These may be 
classified as follows: 

1. “Straight” refinery gasoline. 

2. Blended casinghead gasoline. 

3. Cracked and blended gasoline. 


“Straight” Refinery Gasolines 


“Straight” refinery gasolines are produced by methods 
which vary somewhat in different parts of the country, but 
are in general similar. Crude oil is distilled in a fire still 
and a cut made when the gravity of the product reaches some 
predetermined mark. The so-called crude naphtha or ben- 
zine is acid refined and then steam-distilled. In some cases 
several products of different ranges of volatility are produced, 
in other the steam distillation simply effects a separation 
from less volatile bottoms which go into the burning oil 
stock. 

“Straight” refinery gasolines are characterized by low con- 
tent of unsaturaed and aromatic hydrocarbons, and by a dis- 
tillation range which is free from marked irregularities. 


Blended Casinghead Gasolines 


A product which has come on the market during the last 
few years is so-called casinghead gasoline which is pro- 
duced from “wet” natural gas by processes of compression or 
absorption. “Straight” casinghead gasoline is too volatile for 
general use and before being put on the market, it blended 
with a sufficient proportion of heavy naphtha to produce a 
mixture which is both safe for use and moderately cheap. 
Blended casinghead gasolines are generally characterized by 
a volatility range showing considerable percentages of con- 
stituents boiling at both low and high temperature, but a 
deficiency of intermediate products. In some cases, however. 
the blending is done in such a manner that it is difficult to 
detect the natural-gas gasoline. This is when it is used 
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in moderately small proportion to lighten and to make more 
volatile gasoline which has a boiling range approximately 
the same as that satisfactory for motor purposes. 

As far as chemical properties are concerned, casinghead 
gasoline seems to be identical with the “straight” refinery 
product. The characteristic properties are, therefore, wholly 
due to the details of blending. 


Cracked or Synthetic Gasoline 


One of the important factors in the present gasoline mar- 
ket is the production of cracked or synthetic gasolines. These 
are being marketed in enormous quantities, largely if not 
altogether, in the form of blends with “straight” refinery and 
casinghead gasoline. 

Cracked gasolines are similar in duce properties to 
“straight” refinery products, but are different chemically in 
that they contain varying percentages of unsaturated and 
aromatic constituents. It has been demonstrated that these 
constituents do not decrease the value of a gasoline, if they 
are not present in too great proportion. It is still an open 
question whether or not motor fuel containing very high per- 
centages of unsaturated compounds can be utilized in the 
same way as the “straight” refinery products. 

Attention is also called to the fact that refiners are today 
marketing gasoline containing considerable percentages of 
unsaturated compound, and these products are being satis- 
factorily used by the public. 
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Oil Supply Menaced By Shortage of Material 


San Francisco, Calif.—According to the generally accepted 
view of the situation, there need be no great drilling cam- 
paign expected in California until the rolling mills are re- 
leased from the present extraordinary demand upon them, 
due to war conditions. In consequence, the shortage of oil 
must continue to exist, the ability of operators to furnish an 
additional supply being limited by the scarcity of oil well 
materials. 

There will be some drilling, it is admitted, but not nearly 
enough to close the gap between the market requirements 
and the yield of the fields. This condition is accentuated by 
the fact that a large proportion of the work being done, is 
in wildcat territory where results are problematical, to say 
the least. The hope of being able to meet the needs of con- 
sumers would be much stronger, if all the wells now being 
sunk were located in proven ground. 
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Standard Absorption Plant Working 


Fullerton, Calif—The absorption process of manufacturing 
gasoline is being used by the Standard Oil Company in the 
Coyote Hills. The method is substantially that used in the 
plant of the National Products Company on the Union’s Gra- 
ham & Loftus lease, except that, instead of completing the 
work right at the well, the oil into which the gasoline has 
been absorbed is piped to the El Segundo refinery and there 
the gasoline is extracted in the usual way. How much gaso- 
line is obtained the company does not see fit to tell the public, 
but, judging from the richness of the gas as compared with 
that used successfully elsewhere by the absorption process, 
the yield ought to be substantial. 
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Oil and Gas in the Carboniferous 


There stretches through Texas a line of deposit of the 
Carboniferous seas, from the Red River to the town of Lam- 
pasas, the extreme southern boundary thereof. For thirty 
years there have been evidences that a part of this formation, 
which is a continuation of that found in Oklahoma and Kan- 
sas, in which large deposits of oil and gas have been found. 
should produce excellent deposits of gas and oil. The fine 
developments in Clay and Wichita Counties gave a great 
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impetus to investigations, and the latest field to be success- 
fully brought in is in Stephens County. 

Stephens and the next county on the north, Young County, 
have been known for many years to contain a bituminous 
coal of good quality, but the local interest has been too small 
to have a thorough investigation made. Natural gas has been 
a feature of Breckenridge, the county seat of Stephens Coun- 
ty, for eight or nine years. During the past few months 
several wells, ranging from 2,500 to 3,100 feet in depth, have 
been put down in Stephens County on the east of the known 
area of the Brazos coal field, and it is said that excellent oil 
has been found, and in one case it came out as a gusher. 
These wells, judging by what Dr. Udden said of the deep 
well deposits in the Wichita-Clay field, have reached the 
Bend formation, which is exposed in Lampasas County and 
belongs to the lower Carboniferous. Stephens County lies 
immediately north of the belt of Cretaceous, which bisects 
the Carboniferous in Texas into two fields, known as the 
Brazos coal field on the north, and the Colorado coal field 
on the south, and there should be an excellent opportunity to 
get oil in that region. 

What is required in the Carboniferous formation is the 
services of a geologist and the careful examination of the 
strata. Dr. J. A. Udden, the director of the Bureau of Eco- 
nomic Geology, has shown in a bulletin issued by the bureau, 
entitled, “A Reconnaissance Report on the Geology of the 
Oil and Gas Fields of Wichita and Clay Counties, Texas,” 
that the aggregation of oil in those counties may be attrib- 
uted to a condition of strata, that is unknown at the present 
time in any other section of the Carboniferous area of Texas. 
The evidence collected shows that in the Clay-Wichita field 
there is a dome about which the oil and gas has collected. 
There may be others in the Carboniferous, especially between 
the contract with the Cretaceous on the east and the over- 
lying beds of the Permian on the west; and at least between 
the established coal seam on the west and the Cretaceous 
contact. 

All geologists agree that the Bend formation, which is at- 
tributed to the upper strata of the lower Carboniferous, and 
which underlies the whole of the area between the overlying 
Permian on the west and the overlying Cretaceous on the 
east, as a strong oil formation, and the Ellenberger Hills 
limestone to the south warrants the belief, that going deep 
enough, wells equal in lasting quality to the Lima-Ohio field 
will be produced. 

Texas could well afford to expend a hundred thousand 
dollars to employ geologists to make a thorough inspection 
of the Carboniferous formation in Texas. The matter of 
producing oil and gas in Texas is much more important to 
the people of the whole State than the money that private 
explorers make out of the business. 


————— 
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Problem of Meeting Gas Shortage 


In some sections, the great problem is near at hand, there- 
fore gas companies should be preparmg themselves against 
the inevitable. 

It is impossible to expect that various of the old gas de- 
posits will hold out indefinitely. Therefore, and although 
gas will be found in quantities elsewhere, and thus the gen- 
eral enterprise will continue, local conditions here and there 
are going to change, and the conditions must be met. 

The people in communities depending on natural gas serv- 
ice, are not going long to remain undemonstrative, where 
shortage at all frequently occurs. They are going to make 
the life of the gas manager a burden, and they are likely to 
bring pressure through powerful channels to right the wrong. 

The question is, how shall the wrong be righted? Shall 
it be by lessening the number of services, thereby, in the 
mind of the consumer, discriminating in favor of some, and 
against others; or, shall artifical gas be manufactured at 
periods when necessary, and during such periods be mixed 





GULF COAST OIL NEWS 7 


with the natural gas, or, in extreme instances, shall the bull 
be taken by the horns and at once an artifical gas plant be 
established of sufficient capacity to liberally meet all im- 
mediate requirements not only, but those of later periods. 

Where several communities are on the same trunk line, and 
all are sufferers at times, could not the artifical plant be- 
come a pipe line relief and thus make its service widely felt ? 

As we all know, the cutting off of large units at low rates 
has been going on in many communities. In others a general 
increase in rate has induced the voluntary dropping off of 
large units, obviating the arbitrary cutting off of supply by 
declining to serve. 

Where the extreme reserve in natural gas pockets has not 
been drawn upon, then, of course, there will remain a means 
whereby to continue to serve as heretofore, in ample volume, 
by drilling additional wells, and soon communities will learn 
that by this means their requirements can be met, and de- 
mands will naturally follow. 

Is it not better for gas companies serving communities 
that frequently suffer from gas shortage, to take this matter 
in hand before the day of disastrous complications is upon us ? 

“Service” is the word now so largely on the lips of the 
multitude, almost as generally as were the words “Safety 
First,” within the recent past; but the difference between this 
word “Service” and the words “Safety First,” is going to be 
that the former will, by frequent use, work itself into the 
word “Demand,” whereas the latter, to a certain extent, is 
losing its force and power by its frequent use. 

Bondholders and stockholders in gas enterprises that are 
not performing right service in communities are going to be 
sufferers, for surely their own word “Service,” will be turned 
into the word “Demand” by dissatisfied cansumers who will 
demand their rights. 

Great difficulty will be found where gas companies seek 
to advance prices in communities where the service has been 
poor or insufficient, such management is surely going to be 
criticized most severely. 

If, however, the service is right, it will not be nearly so 
difficult to accomplish an increase in rate. 

These are conditions that must be met, and soon in some 
sections. Are we going to wait until too late to meet them, 
or are we going to meet them promptly and in a manner com- 
mensurate with their importance? 


Convention of Gas Men at Buffalo in May 


On January 16th the directors of the Natural Gas Supply 
Men’s Association met in Pittsburgh to consider various plans 
looking to the making of the approaching Natural Gas Asso- 
ciation Convention in Buffalo, in May, the best ever. 

The booth plans and regulations have been approved by 
the board, and now the manufacturers will have their oppor- 
tunity to apply. 

There will be 139 booths and already we know of concerns 
ready to take the major portion of these without a request 


-from Mr. Larmous Adams, the secretary of the Supply Men’s 


Association, No. 1304 First National Bank Building, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. . 

The social side is already cared for and papers are under 
way for the convention sessions. Are you a member of the 
Natural Gas Association of America? If not, send in for a 
membership blank. Get under cover! Now is the time. 





Gasser Running Wild at Damon Mound 


Staiti et al. No. 2 Bryan at Damon Mound came in about 
noon Thursday, spouting gas and mud with a roar that can 
be heard for miles. According to reports from Rosenberg 
business was entirely suspended at that point, the entire pop- 
ulation going to the Mound in every conceivable kind of 
conveyance. At this writing reports are rather meager as to 
the value of gas the well is making. 
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ABSORPTION PLANTS FOR THE COASTAL 
FIELDS 


Since the successful extraction of gasoline from “lean” gas 
has been demonstrated and is being profitably conducted by 
some, at least, who have undertaken it, this may be expected 
as the next step in the direction of utilizing the products 
of the Gulf Coast fields that are now going to waste, which 
represent large sums of money. Already, one local produc- 
ing company is conducting investigations preliminary to the 
establishment of such a plant. ~ 

In California, the National Products Company of Pitts- 
burgh, installed an absorption plant near Loftus, for the ex- 
traction of gasoline from gas that had been tested several 
times previously by other companies and rejected as too 
“poor” to justify its use for absorption purposes. The Na- 
tional Products Company has been operating regularly for 
about four months, and according to reports, is running an 
average of 2,500,000 cubic feet of gas daily and extracting 
about 800 gallons of gasoline every 24 hours, or about one- 
third of a gallon to the thousand cubic feet, making it the 
lowest grade of natural gas that is being utilized for the 
extraction of gasoline in the State. 

It has also been demonstrated that small plants can be 
operated at a profit, which fact opens the way for independ- 
ent operators to get the benefit of all that is in their pro- 
duction. After extracting the gasoline, which at present 
prices and prospective higher prices, is a valuable considera- 
tion, the gas may then be utilized for fuel purposes as well 
as if it had not been through the extraction process. The 
loss to operators in the Gulf Coast fields in gasoline that 
might be taken from wasted oil and gas must sooner or later 
come to be recognized as enormous and a general move may 
then be expected to apply the necessary remedies to prevent 
such losses. 
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BY HEADS 


one of them is sure 





Try the knob of every door you see 
to open—Boston Transcript. 
But you may find what you are not looking for. 


A contemporary advises boys to get married young. And 
have it over with, eh?—Milwaukee News. 
No; merely get into it earlier. 


It would be a cruelty to the dead to ask where you buried 
the remains of your New Year resolutions—Memphis Com- 
mercial-Appeal. ; 

We should have more respect for the dead (in another 
sense) than to ask him such a question. A dead fish can float 
with the current—it takes a live one to go against it. 


To some of us the ukulele is a musical instrument of 
auricular punishment—Memphis Commercial-Appeal. 
Is it really a musical instrument? 


Tom Lawson at least did not go looking for that leak with 
a lighted match.—Exchange. 
Must have; judging from the gas explosion that resulted. 


One touch of winter makes the whole world chill.—Balti- 
more American. 
One wave of war talk gives the whole world thrill. 


Few people like to be reminded of the little sins they like 
to commit.—Exchange. 

But there are many who delight in telling those committed 
by the other fellow. 


Never condemn a man’s foolish actions until you are wise 
to his game.—Exchange. 
Then let some one else pass on your competency to judge. 


On account of the increased cost of paper, the Postoffice 
Department has advanced the price of stamped envelopes. 
It may hit stamps next. 


In old-time wars the people sometimes lived by eating their 
sole leather. At present, life consists largely of chewing 
the rag. 


Wifey looked out of the window. 

“It is time for my spouse to be coming home,” she mur- 
mured. 

“Ah, there he comes—and somebody has removed the p!’— 
Judge. 


Gray horses have been numerally distanced by their pro- 
verbial equal, red headed women. Ask the druggist how it 
happened. 

o, 
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PILLS AND ILLS 


If we were cured 
Of all our ills, 
The man would starve 
Who makes the pills. 
—Youngstown Telegram. 


If we'd refuse 
To take his pills 
We might be free 
From many ills. 
—Geneva Free Press-Times. 


The doctor’s, too, 
Prescribing pills, 
Would be some short 
On long green bills. 
—Yonkers Statesman. 


They could roll shot 
To kill men quick, 
Instead of pills 
To make them sick. 
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Important Completion on the Lynn Lease 
The most important completion this week is the well 
brought in by the Yount Lee Oil Company on the Lynn lease. 
This well (No. 4) was started several months ago, immedi- 
ately after the discovery by this same company in another 
well (No. 1 Herrington) of a high gravity oil. The forma- 
tion all the way down has been of such nature that it has 
been a tedious job to get the hole down; they, at one time. 
lost about 500 feet of the hole. The well is flowing steadily 
a high gravity oil, the amount of which is impossible to 
determine with any accuracy at this time. It is rumored the 
well came in without having strainer set, but this rumor 
cannot be confirmed. The well is within a few feet of being 
3,800 feet deep, about the deepest producing well in this field. 
It is interesting to note that this company just closed a deal 
whereby they look over the lease and equipment of the 
Boston-Texas Oil Company, which is located about 300 feet 
from this well, and consists of a tract of 23 acres, several 
thousand feet of various sizes of pipe, two complete drilling 
rigs, boilers, two producing wells, etc., the consideration be- 
ing about $17,000. There is also a well being drilled on this 
lease, at present about 3,400 feet down and still drilling. If 
they can bring in another well on the new lease as good as 
the one they have just brought in, they will have an im- 
mensely valuable piece of ground. The Yount Lee people 
started development in this part of the field, and they are 
about the only ones that have had any success, although the 
wells they have brought in so far have proven far from being 
profitable enough to justify the expense of drilling, but they 
had confidence in the lease and persisted in their efforts 
to get a paying well, it being their belief that the oil was 
there if they could only go deep enough to get it, and it seems 
that their confidence was justified and their efforts amply 
rewarded, if this well which they have just completed holds 
up to its present production. They have only recently pur- 
chased an air machine, which they are installing in their 
boiler house on this lease. This same company is also drill- 
ing a well on the Lynn 70 acres, being down about 3,250 
feet, but being shut down at present, and one on the Mer- 
chant lease, being down about 3,750 feet and still drilling. 
Daily average pipe line runs for the week are as follows: 

Texas Company 9,096 

MOU et MOL aisles os cccrars ays store ers.aveteeelateneta i 8 GY 

Sun Company 


18,175 
Stocks on hand at the end of the week are as follows: 


Total ; 


Mex MGCGUINANY occa score eva aareceeiansiora 1,295,000 
rE AIO omic: eelonaus ead o-winieraeies 596,000 
Soh) GOMOANY 0s scsikisiawsodinte ss ere atonawen 120,000 
RO MB MOND Theis casts ices dis epeaiaymtinere Matures 48,000 

SEAN poco Rist ea ease wha wlerorea ree OOO 


Field Operations 

The Producers Oil Company, on its fee land, is down about 
1450 feet in sand in well No. 288 and only about 10 feet 
deeper in No. 289, and rigging up to drill on a new location, 
No. 290, which is about 200 feet south of 288. They have 
also set strainer in their No. 1 Ashe, and are bailing. In A. 
Merchant No. 1, on acre 198, they are down 2,700 feet in 
gumbo, and in Merchant No. Al, 2,050 feet in hard sand. No. 
287 fee, which came in last week flowing about 6,000 barrels 


of fluid daily, has ceased flowing, and they have pulled their 
wash pipe and are cleaning up the hole. 

The Carter Oil Company, drilling a well about a mile and 
a half southwest of Nome, a small town about 7 miles south 
ot Sour Lake, has been reaming out the hole to set strainer 
the past week. They set strainer the first part of this week 
and are bailing. This well is about 3,410 feet deep and they 
say they are in about 40 feet of pay sand. If they succeed 
in getting a well, it will open up a new territory. 

Bradley & Guffey, who are working over one of their old 
wells, No. 2, Smith & Crawford, are down 1,700 feet in gumbo. 
Their No. 3 well, same lease, about 50 feet south of No. 2, 
is making about 160 barrels daily. They will try for the 
same pay with No. 2 that they have in No. 3. 

Herring Oil Company, who have been drilling on its No. 1 
Merchant, set strainer for a test at 1,210 feet, but the test 
being unsuccessful, is pulling strainer and will probably go 
deeper. 

The Lake View Oil Company, No. 2 Minor, is down about 
1,000 feet in gumbo. This well is about 400 feet east of 
No. 1, which was drilled to a depth of 2,450 feet and aban- 
doned. 

The Huston Oil Company, in the north field, has a fishing 
job at 3,150 feet in sand. 

The Martin Oil Company, in the Cannon tract, is down 
1,050 feet in No. 4 fee. 

The Lake Oil Company is down 1,885 feet in sand and 
boulders in No. 13 Hebert and have pulled No. 1 Jackson B 
to abandon. 

The Creek Oil Company (Lee Bass, Sid Young et al.) has 
made a new location on lots 31 and 32, Jackson subdivision, 
and is rigging up to drill: This is a lease on which the Gulf 
Production recently drilled two wells and was known as the 
Hebert Ebberts lease. One of the wells drilled is about 56 
feet north of the location of the well which-is to be drilled. 

W. L. Pace, who has the contract for drilling No. 3 well 
on the Hardin County lease of the Hudson White Oil Com- 
pany, is down 1,620 feet in gumbo. 

I. F. Simms et al., on their No. 1 fee, are still fishing for 
two joints of 6-inch pipe. The well is about 2,650 feet deep. 
They are also fishing in their No. 2 for a drill bit and collar. 
This well is about 1,600 feet deep. 

The Humble-Gulfi Company are about 2,050 feet in sand 
in No. 16, Hardin County. This well was completed a couple 
of weeks ago, but another rig was set up and the well is to 
be deepened. No. 17 is down 1,300 feet in gumbo, No. 18 is 
300 feet in gumbo, No. 19 rigging up and also No. 20, all on 
the Hardin County lease. No. 15, which ran wild for four 
days and which was making at the rate of 10,000 barrels a 
day; after having been worked over after sanding up, is 
making about 200 barrels daily, flowing. 

The Gulf Production Company, on the old Tarver Oil 
Company Hardin County lease, has five rigs running; No. 
14, which is being worked over, is down 1,750 feet in sand; 
No. 19, also being worked over, 1,900 feet, sand; No. 30, 
1,800 feet, sand; No. 31, 500 feet, gumbo; No. 32, 535 feet, 
gumbo. Their production is around 2,100 barrels daily. 


°, 
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Oil Exporters Averse to Provoking War 

Philadelphia—Big oil companies operating out of Phila- 
delphia to European ports are disposed to withhold ships 
of American register from trans-Atlantic service for the pres- 
ent, according to officers of the some of these concerns. None 
of them, it was said, cares to assume the responsibility of 
plunging the country into war or risk their own ships. Sev- 
eral of the companies, it was said, were willing to ship oil 
across the Atlantic, but not in their own vessels. 

An officer of one of the oil companies is quoted today as 
saying: 

“The first American ship sunk without warning will be 
tantamount to war, and nobody wants to be held responsible 
for that by the American people. We will do business with 
Europe, but customers must furnish ships. Then the re- 
sponsibility will be theirs, and if the ships are sunk the 
American people will not be hurried into a conflict.” 





Thomson & Hillyer 





WELL EQUIPPED MACHINE SHOP 


OIL FIELD SUPPLIES 


ESTABLISHED IN 1906 





SOUR LAKE, TEXAS 











10 GULF COAST OIL NEWS 


California Gasoline Absorption Plant Shows 
Success of Extraction Process 


Notwithstanding many doubts expressed as to the feasi- 
bility of extracting gasoline from “lean” natural gas in Cali- 
fornia by the absorption process, the plant of the National 
Products Company, located on the Graham-Lojftus lease of 
the Union Oil Company, near Loftus station on the Pacific 
Electric railroad, after about two months operation has proven 
an unqualified success, says The Oil Age. 

The gas on this property, which has ranged in quantity 
from 2,000,000 to 7,000,000 cubic feet and in the past was 
several times tested and rejected by different companies who 
considered the installation of compressor plants for the ex- 
traction of gasoline. The quantity of gasoline contained in 
the gas was so small that it was not considered feasible to 
extract it at a profit. A few months ago, however, the Na- 
tional Products Company of Pittsburg, came into the field, 
made a test of the gas, secured a lease from the Union Oil 
Company, and completed an absorption process plant some- 
thing like two months ago, since which time the plant has 
been operating regularly, running an average of 2,500,000 
cubic feet of gas daily and extracting approximately 800 gal- 
lons of gasoline each 24 hours, or about one-third of a gallon 
to the thousand cubic feet, making it the lowest grade natural 
gas that is being utilized in the extraction of gasoline in the 
State. It will readily be seen by those familiar with the ex- 
traction of gasoline by the compression and cooling process 
in common use, that the gas could not be used profitably in 
the latter process. Even the Union Oil Company, which has 
a large compressor plant at Santa Maria, would not install 
such a plant to work its own gas. 

The present plant of the National Products Company, which 
is the only absorption plant commercially operating in this 
State at present (with the exception of some absorption 
equipment recently installed by the Standard Oil Company 
in its Coyote Hills plant), is capable of treating approxi- 
mately 5,000,000 cubic feet without enlarging, and it is hoped 
in the near future that this much gas will be available, as 
the Union Oil Company is completing additional wells that 
will probably be good gassers. 

In a recent issue of The Oil Age, we had a complete de- 
scription of the absorption process, and the plant of the Na- 
tional Products Company is operated along similar lines, with 
the exception that special equipment worked out by the en- 
gineers of the company is used and through this medium the 
vapor tension of the gasoline is controlled-in a greater de- 
gree than is the case with the ordinary absorption methods 
as heretofore described. Just what this special process is, 
however, is a trade secret of the operating company and is 
not made public. Apparently it does the work, getting all 
the gasoline out of the gas and turning out a pure, water 
white product. It has been claimed by some that this product 
is greasy, but there is apparently no foundation for this as- 
sertion, the gasoline being takep by the Union Oil Company 
at full market price, if not actually a premium. As it comes 
from the plant the gasoline runs 70 degrees gravity. 

While the actual secret of the equipment is not available 
to the public, the following is a general description of the 
plant: The gas coming direct from the gathering lines of 
the oil company passes under a pressure of 20 to 25 pounds 
through a perpendicular absorbing tank charged with neutral 
oil of about 30 gravity, which is specially treated with suit- 
able re-agents, thus giving it a stronger affinity for the 
gasoline vapors than it possesses in its natural condition. 
The oil and gas are both fed into the absorbing tank at a 
rate of speed that has been found most suitable, and this 
rate of flow is constantly maintained. The absorber is so 
constructed that alternate hot and cold water may be dis- 
tributed over the surfaces to maintain equilibrium in tem- 
perature. 

As the oil and gas pass through the absorbing tank the oil 
becomes saturated to the extent of approximately two per 
cent with gasoline vapor. The charged oil is pumped from 
the absorber to the refining end of the process. At the same 
time the gas passes through an outlet pipe at the top of the 
absorber directly into the oil company’s lines, to which it is 
returned under the same pressure as received and is utilized 
for the usual lease operations. 

The charged oil is now refined in the special equipment, 
steam from a small boiler being utilized for the purpose. 
This refining, of course, consists in heating the charged oil 
to the proper temperature to denude it of the gasoline vapors 
held in solution, the vapors passing into open water-cooled 
condensers, the condensed gasoline or finished product then 
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flowing into the tanks from which it is delivered to the pur- 
chasing company. 

After denuding the oil of its gasoline vapors the oil is 
washed in suitable tanks and returned, when at the proper 
temperature, to the absorber, whence the cycle continues, the 
process being continuous and the oil being used over and 
over with practically no loss. 

The National Products Company is capitalized for only 
$100,000, but it has exceedingly strong backing, those back 
of it including the MacIntosh-Hemphill interests of Pittsburg, 
the John E. Schell interests, the Laugner interests of Pitts- 
burg, the Renner interests of Youngstown and other Pitts- 
burg and New York interests, all being successful oil and 
steel men. This company has twelve plants in operation, the 
plant under review being the first to be installed in Cali- 
fornia. For five years, however, the company has been suc- 
cessfully exploiting the absorption system and the secret 
operating process or improvements upon the ordinary ab- 
sorption process are claimed to be the principal features in 
the success of the company. It is said that others have tried 
the ordinary absorption process in California heretofore, but 
none has made a success of it, with the possible exception 
of the recent installation by the Standard Oil Company re- 
ferred to above. The gasoline produced by this absorption 
process in the east, commands a premium over the ordinary 
casinghead gasoline because of the lower vapor tension. In 
the eastern tields the rapid rise of this process is said to be 
displacing the compression method, particularly in Oklahoma, 
this being due perhaps largely to the fact that it can be 
utilized in the extraction of gasoline from a lower grade of 
gas than is necessary to make the compression process profit- 
able. It is said the largest gasoline plant in operation is an 
absorption plant, this having a production of approximately 
22,000 gallons of gasoline per day. This is at Hastings 
station, West Virginia, owned by Hope Natural Gas Com- 
pany of Pittsburg, Pa. At the present time there are said to 
be 38 absorption plants in course of construction. 

In addition to the advantage of using low grade gas, the 
costs of installation, operation and maintenance are much 
lower than the compression system, it being claimed that the 
installation can be effected at approximately one-third the 
cost of the latter system. The absorption system has another 
material advantage; namely, that of flexibility, it being pos- 
sible to handle readily small or large amount of gas with- 
out increase of equipment. In a measure it eliminates the 
human equation to a great extent, there being little moving 
machinery in use, one man being all that is really necessary 
to run a plant. His duties are principally to see that the 
proper quantity of absorbing medium is run with the quan- 
tity of gas flowing through the absorber and to regulate, as 
may be needed, the flow of the absorbing oil through the re- 
fining end and its return to the absorber. 

The Union Oil Company is deserving of much credit for 
its progressiveness in co-operating with the National Prod- 
ucts Company in giving the absorption system a try-out on 
this “lean” gas, but in this respect it is only consistent with 
the general policies of the Union in keeping in the front 
rank of oil producers in California. The company is noted 
for its receptive attitude toward all things new in the oil 
industry that may be deserving of a trial which would per- 
haps lead to economy in operating and perhaps material 
profit. In the present instance the success in using the “lean” 
gas on the Graham-Loftus lease will without doubt lead to 
the utilization of other low grade gas in the State to the 
profit of the Union as well as to other oil operators and to 
the operators of the absorption system. 

—— — 4% 

This might be used to advantage by pedestrians to direct 
attention of reckless motorists to the fact that there are 
others on the streets. 





—— an 
A can containing a whistle, which sounds loudly when a 
bulb in the handle is squeezed, has been invented to en- 
able a man to summon help when attacked or injured —Ex- 


change. 
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Another Surrender Clause Decision 


Attorneys for the oil operators have received the full opin- 
ion of Judge Campbell of the Federal Court of Muskogee in 
the case of Shaffer vs. Marks, in which he disagrees entirely 
with the Supreme Court of the State in Brown ys. Wilson, 
which destroys all surrender clause leases in Oklahoma. 

Judge Campbell holds that surrender clause leases, at least 
those made before the decision in Brown vs. Wilson, are 
valid and that the lessor cannot terminate the lease by re- 
fusal to accept rentals. Judge Campbell says in his opinion 
that there was nothing in the many decisions of the Supreme 
Court before the Brown-Wilson case which would justify 
striking out the thousands of surrender clause leases made 
in good faith and in reliance upon the law as it had been 
apparently declared by that court. 

Judge Campbell also holds that every non-resident owner 
of such a lease can go into the United States Court to pro- 
tect his rights, even he acquired his lease by assignment from 
a resident of the State. 

The surrender clause will sooner or later be placed before 
the Supreme Court of the United States, and it will not be 
very long until the producers of Oklahoma will know where 
they stand. The situation in Oklahoma is practically the 
same as it was many years ago in Illinois, when the famous 
Guffy-Smith case decided things for the producers in that 
State. 


Field Operations 


On Friday, February 9th, the Billings well was opened up, 
the company operating same having erected sufficient tankage 
to hold the oil, and the well is not showing up nearly so well 
as everybody thought it would. 

Soon after the well was opened up it made a flow of oil 
and water over the top of the derrick and the well was bailed 
all day, the mud being bailed out within 34 feet of the bottom 
and was left to stand during the night. The first night, the 
well is reported to have put 60 barrels of fluid in the hole; 
the percentage of water and oil was not estimated. The 
second day, rather the next morning, there was 1,560 feet of 
oil and water in the hole and eight feet of cavings. Out of 
the 1,560 feet of fluid, only 300 feet was oil, and the operators 
were very pessimistic as to the outlook; however, upon bail- 
ing the well again the second day, it began to show better 
and it is now reported that the well, is making about 150 
barrels per day. 

At that rate the well is a good producer and many new 
locations have been made around it. As high as $1,000 per 
acre has been paid for acreage around the well, a mile and 
a quarter from it. Operators interested in this well are now 
watching the well of Braden and others on the Weaver farm 
in Section 23-23-3 West, which is now drilling at about 2,000 
feet and is due to get the “Midco sand” within a short dis- 
tance from the bottom of the hole. 


Bixby Field Has Good Completion 

Aside from the Billings well, the most important spot show- 
ing in the Mid-Continent fields is the new field south of the 
town of Bixby, in the lower tiers of Township 17-13. Cosden- 
Greis and others completed a well in Section 32-17-13, which 
started off at the rate of 80 barrels per hour and it is holding 
up well. It is in the same vicinity as the Gypsy Oil Co. test 
in the same section, which is making 500 barrels per day. 

Livingston Brothers are due with their offset to the Gypsy 


well in Section 32 and it looks like they will get a good well. 

The old north end of the Cushing is looming up again, 
especially in the northeast extension of the field, and the 
Producers Oil Company has brought in a well which started 
off at the rate of 1,000 barrels per day in the southeast quarter 
of the northeast quarter of Section 33-9-17. The bringing in 
of this well and the new wells in the northeast extension has 
stirred up the little town of Oilton and will bring new life 
to the place. 

About the best surprise of the week was the Wilcox-Greis 
well in Section 23-17-14, which is north of the town of 
Leonard. This well, while being surrounded by dry holes 
and in condemned country, started off at the rate of 1,000 
barrels per day, and no tankage has as yet been erected. The 
well is strictly in keeping with the character of the Leonard 
and Broken Arrow country, as both regions are as spotted 
as they make them. 

The Garber pool, from present indications, is not going to 
to be a world-beater in the shallow sand, as the Sinclair Oil 
and Gas Company drilled in a dry one in the Hoy sand in 
the southeast corner of the northeast quarter of Section 
23-22-4 West, which is a mile west and a half mile north of 
the discovery well on the Hoy farm. At any rate it looks 
as though the shallow sand is limited in a northwesterly 
direction and also in a southerly direction, due to the dry 
sand found in the test in Section 11-21-4 West. 

A far western test will be made in Woodward County in 
Township 21-21 West, and the test will be a deep one, as the 
rig is constructed of heavy material. This is the thing that 
Western Oklahoma needs. 

Not at all alone is the test of Salter and Delaney in Section 
20-14-14, which came in about two months ago, good for 
500 barrels. The Prairie Oil and Gas Company has com- 
pleted their first test on the Agerson farm in the same 
section, a half mile south of the discovery, and the Agerson 
well is flowing at the rate of 25 barrels per hour. 

These are the only wells of note brought in in the Mid 
Continent field that have any significance and point back to 
the old days when the thousand-barrelers came in, but now 
a thousand-barrel well in the Mid Continent field is a very 
rare thing. 

Was it not for the extremely dry weathe: there would be 
many wells in operation that are now shut down. An author- 
ity estimates that there is fully 20 per cent of the wells shut 
down on account of lack of water. 

*, 
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The Situation 


So far as the oil business is concerned, the unanimous 
opinion of producers is that the war cannot seriously affect 
the present prosperity. This is owing to the fact that should 
the United States get into actual warfare, it will necessarily 
mean the concentration of vast stores of gasoline and fuel 
oil at various points convenient for naval operation. 

There has been two tank ships blown up by submarines, 
the last only four days out from New York, and while it 
was a British ship, it was carrying American oil which, of 
‘course, is contraband. At the present writing no one khows 
what is going to happen, but it is considered a certainty that 
American products will still be in great demand and that the 
Allies will furnish safe convoy for same. 

The Standard appears to be more particularly afraid of 
the German Government and is keeping its boats in port, prin- 
cipally because of the fact that Standard oil writers went 
to Germany just prior to the opening of hostilities and wrote 
up the German Government in the most approved style. 

Everyone can remember reading Sam Blithe’s articles in 
the Saturday Evening Post, in which he lauded the socialistic 
German writer, Herr Henry, whom the Germans hate like 
poison and romped on the war lords, saying that he knew 
more about “pumperknickle” than he did about war. It was 
great doings for Sam, but showed in the light of subseqtient 
events that Mr. Blithe was wrong, as usual, and had better 
had devoted his great talents to something that would have 
benefited his country instead of stirring up animosity between 
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friends. The fact is, it was only after a trip to Germany 
by three of our Western independent refiners that the German 
Government decided to make a monopoly of the oil business, 
and it was perfectly justified in doing as it did, just as 
France is justified now. 
Suggestion for United States in Underground Tanks 

The best example for the Government to follow in its cam- 
paign of preparedness in the way of tanks that are under- 
ground, is the new storage now nearing completion in West 
Tulsa by Cosden & Company. These tanks are built of re- 
inforced concrete, will have a roof a little above the level 
of the ground and will be covered with two feet of water, 
which ought to protect it from lightning. They are near 
enough to completion that they may be inspected at any time 
and it will not be over a week or two before oil will be 
turned in and they can be tested as to the holding capacity. 

One of the independent refiners in the Cushing field, the 
Illinois Oil Company, seems to have the inside in having 
Government contracts for gasoline, and especially for re- 
ceptacles, such as are suitable for automobile trips and are 
bullet proof. These are made in separate factories on a large 
scale, in Rock Island, while the refinery at Cushing ships 
that product where needed, but doubtless will not be able 
to take care of a tenth of the business when once Government 
contracts are made. : 


——- 


Mid Continent Geologists Hold Meeting 

The geologists of the Mid Continent field held a “Get to- 
gether meeting” in Tulsa Friday and Saturday, and Friday 
noon a large banquet was held in the private dining room of 
the Hotel Tulsa and many speeches were made on topics 
pertaining to oil geology. Friday the geologists met at the 
Commercial Club rooms and perfected a “Permanent Organi- 
zation,’ whereby the geologists will be more closely related 
than heretofore. 

At this convention the entire staff of the State Geological 
Survey of Oklahoma were in attendance. Among them ‘were 
C. W. Shannon, director; George E. Burton, assistant direc- 
tor; Fritz Aurin, field geologist; C. W. Honess, assistant 
geologist; V. V. White, geologist chemist; F. Ghartz, 
draughtsman, and Miss Charley Nichols, who is chief clerk 
of the Survey. 
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Bartlesville, Oklahoma.—Oil country towns continue to 
spring up in Oklahoma like mushrooms in a night, just as 
in the palmy days of Oil Creek, the McKean County, Penn- 
sylvania, and Alleghany County, New York, oil fields. For 
this way of throwing a town together, with tents to house 
the advance guard of people at a new pool, has been a part 
of the history of the oil country and will continue to be as 
long as crude oil is produced. 

Oil towns have a certain personality differing from min- 
ing, steel or manufacturing towns. One distinctive feature 
is that money is always most ptentiful in oil towns. 

Besides contributing towns that have sprung up on the 
prairies over night, Oklahoma has also contributed another 
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page of history in building up some of the most substantial 
small cities in the United States. All of which goes to show 
that it remained for Oklahoma to depart from the estab- 
lished custom in an oil country of letting towns rise and 
fall because of a lack of community spirit. 

There is a mistaken notion elsewhere, especially in the 
East, that Oklahoma is all bad men and bad whiskey; that 
men play the oil game as gamblers on a roulette wheel; and 
that literary people are little known. True, Oklahoma has 
gained an unenviable reputation from the operations of some 
bad men, for it is natural that this undesirable element would 
flock to the oil sections, where money is plentiful and fields 
are green. While luck plays an important part in the oil 
country, the old oil business is carried on by as shrewd men 
as are to be found in the country. Nowhere are found abler 
men than those operating in the Oklahoma oil fields. 

Perhaps in the early days of the oil regions, especially 
during the days of Oil Creek and Pithole in Pennsylvania, 
playing the oil game was largely a form of gambling. But 
the game today is played along scientific lines, by men who 
are not plungers. 

Oklahoma has furnished in Keifer, Oilton, Shamrock and 
Wirt, towns which sprung up almost in a night, took on 
metropolitan airs and then when the oil tide began to drift, 
the lifeblood of these towns began to ebb. But not all the 
towns started in Oklahoma were patterned so. Bartlesville, 
Tulsa, Sapulpa and Okmulgee made starts much the same 
as Keifer and the other towns of that class, but these latter 
places were favored more in many ways, particularly in that 
the oil fields have not become exhausted and are good for 
many years more. These four towns are building up at a 
rate that has given them claim to the distinction of being the 
four fastest growing cities in the Southwest. 

The property in these cities, including business blocks, resi- 
dences, churches, schools, pavements and public buildings, 
representing a total value far into the hundreds of millions 
of dollars. The oil business brought about this enormous 
wealth. 
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Ex-Gulf Producers to Meet 


Tulsa, Oklahoma.—A number of former Gulf Coast opera- 
tors have suggested the advisability of getting together some 
night at the Hotel Tulsa and putting on a dinner. There 
are over 65 oil men in this field who went through the early 
days of the Gulf Coast development, and a get-together party 
would be a fine thing. If there are enough responses to the 
suggestion the dinner will be arranged. 
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Waco Gas Supply Insufficient 





Waco.—An agreement has been reached between the city 
authorities of Waco and the Texas Power and Light Com- 
pany, which furnishes gas from the Mexia field, to cut off, 
beginning January 1, all users who are consuming 250,000 
or more cubic feet per month. This is done in order to pre- 
vent a shortage to small consumers. 
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Cold Weather Halts Operations 


The extreme cold weather is causing serious delay to many 
wells due in the sand, and development work in all fields is 
slowing down, and in most instances entirely suspended. 
Generally speaking, the operators are very anxious for new 
production, but not to the extent of bucking the present un- 
favorable weather conditions. In the Illinois fields, a few 
small completions are reported, but the recent thaw has made 
the roads almost impassable. The coming spring will see 
much extension work in this state, and in a more thorough 
and scientific manner than heretofore. Most of the work 
planned will be under the direct supervision of geologists. 

Doddridge County, West Virginia, has had quite a few 
completions of late, but most of them were in the duster class. 
In Southeastern Ohio the deep sand territory has completed 
a few fair producing wells. 





West Virginia 
Doddridge County 


The Hope Natural Gas Company completed a test on the 
Florence Dennison farm, on Indian Fork, New Milton dis- 
trict. It was a failure in-fhe Big Injun sand. The same 
company drilled a test on the William J. Nicholson farm, 
west of the Beech Lick field, and had the same brand of luck. 
The same company is drilling other tests on the L. D. and 
Mary A. Nicholson farms. The last named is due in the sand 
very shortly. 

The Hope Company, in the Greenbrier district, have com- 
pleted their rigs for tests on the McClain heirs and George 
Titus farms. 

Marshall County 


The Carnegie Natural Gas Company, operating on Big Run, 
in the Liberty district, completed a test on the John Cole 
heirs farm, and got a good gasser in the Gordon sand. On 
the W. C. Fish farm, the same company is due in the Big 
Injun. 

On the John Chapman farm, in the "Meade district, the 
— Penn Oil Company has a rig completed for their No. 4. 

& Riley & Co. are drilling on the John Campbell farm, 
in - U nion district. 

The Manufacturers Light & Heat Company is drilling 
in the sand on the V. C. Yoho farm, in the Cameron district. 
The test is No. 4. 

Monongalia County 

The Carnegie Natural Gas Company drilled a test on the 
Joseph, Devine farm, through the Bayard sand, and found 
nothing in that formation, but a good gasser in the fifth. 
The flow is estimated at 1,500,000 cubic feet a day. In the 
same locality, the same company has started a test on the 
W. L. Fox farm. On the William Jones farm, the West Vir- 
ginia Traction Company is drilling a test in the sand. All 
the above are on Miracle Run, in the Battelle District. 


Southeastern Ohio 
Hocking County 


The Preston Oil Company completed a test on the B. & B.- 
Hardin farm, in the southwest quarter of section 18, Starr 
township, Union Furnace District. It produced 65 barrels 
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for the first 15 hours after it was shot. The Fisher Oil 
Company has now completed and shot No. 4, on the W. J. 
Brian farm, in Ward township. It flowed 115 barrels for the 
ensuing 24 hours. These wells are located in the deep sand 
territory. 


Noble County 


Lankford, Still & Co. have completed a well on the Lee 
Crum farm, in the Caldwell district near Enoch township, 
one-half mile west of production. It is showing for eight or 
10 barrels a day. 

Jerry Buckley & Co. drilled a second test on the Louisa 
Wichbacher farm through the Berea grit, and got a dry hole. 
This test is located near Harrietsville, Jefferson township. 
In the same district the Bruce Oil Company is drilling a test 


.on the Roscoe Lincicam farm and on the James Heddleson 


farm, Frank W. Smith has a rig completed for a test. 


Ohio Gasoline Price Inquiry 


Columbus, Ohio—On the basis of Michigan and Indiana 
prices, Ohio gasoline users were “stung” to the amount of 
more than $5,000,000 during the last year. This is the as- 
sertion of Representative John H. Chester, of Paulding, in 
connection with his resolution introduced providing for a 
committee of three Senators and three Representatives to 
investigate what he terms “apparent unjust and unfair dis- 
crimination” against the Ohio consumers over those of ad- 
jacent States, and to report legislation intended to put a 
stop to such alleged practices by the gasoline dealers. Ches- 
ter says gasoline costs from 3 to 7 cents more per gallon 
in Ohio than it did across the line in Michigan and Indiana. 
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Market Letter 


During the past week, oil and gas stocks have marked 
time with the other markets, the trading decreased nearly 
one-half from the previous week, while prices show but slight 
changes. 

Ohio Fuel Supply, which has led the trading in volume 
for several weeks past, furnished over halt the trading, sold 
low at 48% and high at 52, receiving support at the low point 
and had a substantial rally towards the middle of the week. 
This stock will be listed in New York which will give an 
opportunity of making a wider market and introducing the 
east to what in the past has proven one of the best natural 
gas stocks on the market. 

Ohio Fuel Oil on trades of less than 2,000 shares sold 
low at 19 and high at 21 and back to 20. 

Manufacturers Light & Heat sold high at 66 and low at 
64 on sales of over 1,200 shares and back to 65. 

Oklahoma Natural Gas on odd lot sales sold high at 991% 
and low at 98%. Caney River Natural Gas sold high at 
45 and low at 4134 and back to 45 on less than 300 shares. 
Osage & Oklahoma Gas did not show a trade. Pittsburgh 
Oil & Gas lost less than a point, selling from 117% to 11. 
Lone Star Natural Gas was a shade softer, selling from 96 
to 93 on less than 100 shares. Union Natural Gas sold from 
183% to 180 and back again. Rumor has it that there is some- 
thing coming in this stock, but we think it doubtful for the 
present. 

Pure Oil on over 2,500 shares sold high at 21% and extra 
dividend at 21. Columbia Gas & Electric after selling at 
3844 dropped to 3514, and rallied to 41. 

As peace or war will not affect the earnings of natural gas 
companies the best offer some attractive purchases on any 
declines from present prices. 


Standard Oil Stocks 


The list shows a number of losses for the week. Standard 
Oil of New York, which was bulled on expectations of a 
distribution, shows a loss of $12 and officials of the company 
deny that any increase of capital or distribution of assets 
is contemplated at the present time. 

Prairie Oil & Gas lost $60 and should be bought on a scale 
down as should South Penn Oil, which lost $30. Solar Re- 
fining which has a chance for stock increase is getting down 
to where it offers a fair speculatién. Prairie Pipe Line offers 
better than 13 per cent at present prices, while Illinois Pipe 
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Line returns better than 11 per cent on present prices and 
offer attractive speculative investments on any further de- 
clines. 

Galena-Signal Oil common may be affected by foreign con- 
ditions temporarily, but has always earned its dividends and 
a surplus. 

Standard Oil of New Jersey, after a drop of $120, in a few 
weeks will soon attract investors that are willing to hold 
for the future. 

The interview of President Jeagle on his return from Peru 
was rather pessimistic on International Petroleum. It may 
have been an intimation to the Peruvian Government as there 
was a limit to the taxation that their oil fields could stand. 


Junior Oils 


Midwest Refining gained two points to 87 bid. The com- 
pany’s holdings of oil lands in the Montana-Wyoming field 
look more valuable each month as developed. 

Cosden & Co. declared the regular quarterly dividend of 2 
per cent and 5 per cent extra and stock lost 134 points in 
past week. Earnings are reported increasing, but shortage 
of transportation still continues. 

Cosden Oil & Gas common gained an eighth and completed 
some nice wells during the week. The preferred around par 
offers an attractive 7 per cent investment. It is likely that 
the outstanding bonds may be recalled shortly unless present 
conditions become abnormal. 

\klahoma Producing & Refining lost a few fractions. The 
question of increasing the capital will be taken up at the an- 
nual election. The company is increasing their producing 
interest in the Mid-Continent field and earnings are at pres- 
ent at the rate of four to five times the dividend. 

Osage-Hominy Oil held well and gained a few fractions. 
Its wells are still pinched for lack of pipe line facilities, 
and its production would probably be three to four times its 
present production if it could be moved. 

Sinclair Oil & Refining held between 5414 and 56. The 
selling of stock against the bonds was at least partially the 
cause of the decline. Many bondholders were unable, under 
the laws, to change to stock and this caused selling of the 
bonds, which offered a speculative chance on conversion, 
which was taken advantage of by New York brokers until 
the difference in prices was extinguished and some holders, 
afraid of being hung up with stock, sold it regardless after 
the first of the month. We look for the stock to make a rapid 
recovery. 

Sapulpa Refining Company offered to their stockholders 
rights to subseribe to $500,000 of the new capital at $9.09 
per share. The company’s statement showed over 49 per cent 
earned for the year ending December 31, 1916. The company 
has retired their first mortgage bonds, have converted the 
preferred stock, and have added to their pipe line, prodtuc- 
ing properties, a refining capacity and tank cars. At pres- 
ent prices on the basis of their last dividend it would net 
over 13 per cent on the stock. and we believe the stockholders 
will quickly absorb the offering. 

The present time is one necessarily of nervous tension re- 
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earding investments. In our opinion oil is a world’s ne- 
cessity in peace or war. The present war is largely carried 
on by use of gasoline and fuel oil which are absolutely a ne- 
cessity to its successful termination and while present con- 
ditions may cause our manufacturers to hesitate to send 
their own vessels abroad, which temporarily may cause a 
falling off in our exports, the powers can send their own 
vessels for supplies and it is quite possible our home con- 
sumption would take up part at least of such decline of ex- 
ports and we are conservatively bullish on oil securities and 
believe good oil securities should be purchased at present 
prices and on a scale down, if any further declines, as the 
changes of the past two weeks have not affected earnings or 
values of the properties. : 
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Gasoline Propels More Than Steam 


To the oft-asserted complaint by railroad men that their 
passenger traffic revenues are suffering because of the use 
of automobiles for traveling instead of trains comes the back- 
ing of a careful statistical summary. This, just completed 
by a Wall Street financial writer, presents comparative ta- 
bles of the growth of the use of automobiles and the de- 
crease in rate of gain in passenger traffic suffered by the 
railroads. 

“Automobile trade authorities agree that the opening of 
1917 will see no less than 3,000,000 passenger automobiles in 
use. The same authorities put the average annual mileage 
per car at 6,000 miles as a minimum. . Neither of these fig- 
ures appears to be at all inflated. On that basis the motor 
car mileage for next year would be 18,000,000,000. If the 
average load for all cars, all trips, is three passengers, the 
passenger mileage by motor for 1917 will be 54,000,000,000. 
The traffic of the railroads now amounts to about 35,000- 
000,000 of passenger miles annually. 

“Tf the average motor car load be put as low as two pas- 
sengers, the accomplishment of next year’s motors would 
still be 36,000,000,000, a trifle more than that of the rail- 
roads. It is probable that two passengers is too low for the 
average motor load.” 

On the assumption of each car making 18 miles on one 
gallon of gasoline (which is high) the gasoline consumption 
in 1917 would be 1,000,000,000 gallons. 
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Manning Discusses Rittman Process 


Washington.—At the zone convention of the Independent 
Oil Men’s Association, held in Washington, D. C., recently, 
Van H. Manning, director of the United States Bureau of 
Mines, in addressing the delegates on the work of the bureau, 
said in part as follows: . 

The Rittman cracking process for making gasoline, ben- 
zine and toluene has been developed and offered to the re- 
fining industry as a step toward the solution of one of the 
greatest present problems. Commercial development of the 
process seems to be slow, and at present several plants are 
said to be failures. I can, however, assure you that the Ritt- 
man process is far from being in disfavor with those thor- 
oughly acquainted with its possibilities. The public has, in 
a way, seemed to regard the bureau as a vendor, and the 
bureau’s refusal to continue in that capacity does not indi- 
cate that any evidence condemning the process is at hand. 
The bureau considers that in this direction its duty to the 
public has been fulfilled and that it does not share any re- 
sponsibility for the losses of the industry through sins of 
omission. 
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Oil Land Relief Bill May Not Be Reached 

Washington, D. C., Feb. 7—The war situation has caused 
some delay in the consideration of the oil relief measure, 
but there is every indication that it will be brought up in 
the Senate within one week. 

There is some talk of a compromise measure being sub- 
mitted by the naval committee, but the illness of Senator 
Swanson has prevented consideration of any compromise 
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suggestion. He is the main advocate of the navy’s position 
in the Senate, and any compromise satisfactory to him would 
go through with little opposition. It is reported he will be 
out within a week, but even if he is not the bill will prob- 
ably be brought up anyhow. 

The oil men’s representatives here believe that as soon as 
Swanson is out a satisfactory measure will be agreed upon. 


Washington, Feb. 7—Owing to the imminence of war, a 
subject occupying the minds of members of Congress, it is 
feared that the relief sought by California oil operators may 
not be granted at this session which closes in less than one 
month. 

This anxiety on the part of operators is somewhat allayed 
by the statement of President Wilson that he expects those 
bills to pass which were heretofore decided upon. The gen- 
eral mineral land leasing bill to which it is desired to add 
the Phelan amendment, is among the bills enumerated some 
weeks ago. 


%, 
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Vessels Loading Oil For Foreign Ports 


Beaumont, Texas, Feb. 11—The American steamship Day- 
ton arrived in port Saturday afternoon and is now loading a 
cargo of 23,000 barrels of gas oil for export to some foreign 
country. The American steamer Eocene and Standard barge 
88 reached Sabine Saturday night and arrived here Sunday. 
They will load 41,000 barrels of petroleum products for ship- 
ment to Atlantic seaboard points. 

The Russian bark August, the British steamer Don Diego 
and the Dutch steamer Luna will complete their cargoes 
Monday and will clear early next week for English ports. 
They are loading aggregately 4,500,000 feet of lumber and 
timber. The Russian bark Margareta, which is taking on 
1,500,000 feet of timber, will be here about three weeks. 

A number of other large vessels are booked to load oil and 
lumber cargoes here the coming week. 
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Big Contract Let For New Wells 

A feature of new activities in the Midway-Fellows dis- 
trict is in the contract let by the C. C. M. O. Company to 
the W. D. Head Drilling Company, by which 28 new wells 
are to be put down by rotary. The contracting company will 
run four strings to perform this work. The Head company 
has suspended operations in the Wyoming fields until win- 
ter, with its many perplexities, has passed. The crews in the 
most part have returned to California with the arrangement 
that they will return to Wyoming as soon as snow goes off 
the hills. Supplies to be used when work is renewed in the 
spring have been ordered and shipments of the same are 
being made, in order that there will be no delay in starting 
when work is renewed. 

Maricopa Showing Good Production 

Production has increased on the Lake View No. 2 Oil Com- 
pany’s lease on 4-11-23, and the lease of the Interstate Oil 
Company, operated by the same officers and largely owned 
by the same stockholders, than it has been since the big Lake 
View gusher ceased flowing. New work is in progress as 
follows: On the No. 8 well of the Interstate lease the 6%4- 
inch casing has been put down to 2,580 feet into the top sand 
and the well is now producing better than 250 barrels of oil 
per day. 

No. 9 of the Lake View No. 2 has the water shut off and 
been finished at 2,650 in the top sand. Efforts toward bring- 
ing the well in are now under way and a good producer 
is expected. Should the well not produce up to the expec- 
tations of the officers of the company it will be deepened to 
the second sand from which several wells are now producing 
much oil. 

No. 12 well of the Interstate which has been in course of 
drilling 10 days, has been put down to 1,300 feet with a 
15'%-inch hole by rotary drillers. The distance of 1,800 feet 
in 10 days is a record for drilling and it is expected that all 
existing records for fast time will be broken when the well 
is completed. 

Work on the old gusher well which has produced more 
than 3,000,000 barrels of oil and which has heen idle for near- 
ly three years, is now under way. The officers of the com- 
pany and superintendent expect to make a producer of the 
well in the course of time and are now drilling out the 10 
inch casing which was left in the well by the drillers when 
the well came in beyond contrgl three years ago. So far 
more than 700 feet of the 10-inch has been drilled out and 
an 8-inch casing has been run in. The old hole was plugged 
at the bottom to prevent the well gassing and blowing out 
or recurrence of the terrific flow of emulsion which accom- 
panied the last attempt to work on the well. 

No. 4 well of the Interstate which was brought in nearly 
a year ago and which is the best producer on the property 
continues to flow at better than 500 barrels daily. The 
well has produced 200,000 barrels to date. 

No. 7 of the Lake View No. 2 which first came in as a 
gasser and later started flowing is now producing at the rate 
of 500 barrels. 

Other developments which are being made on the property 
consist of making the lease rank among the best equipped 
properties in the West Side fields. 

~~ - $e —---.--— 
New Era Company Enters Brea Field 
_ The New Era Oil Company is the latest to enter the Brea 
field for development work and by their coming, new in- 
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terest is added to the situation by reason of the fact that 
they are locating on territory two miles from a producing 
well of the Brea field. This company has purchased 40 acres 
of land near Placentia, has its first derrick up and will be- 
gin drilling as soon as all necessary preparations are per- 
fected. 

The Brea Canyon Oil Company’s well No. 29 has suddenly 
come into fame and is regarded as the most wonderful find 
in the Brea oil fields. The well stands out unique in the 
history of the development of the oil industry .in the local 
field in that no oil of appreciable quantity has ever before 
been found at a depth of 2,100 feet, the depth of Brea Can- 
yon’s No. 29. 

Early in the week the well was put on the pump and made 
an initial flow of 3,500 barrels a day. This great flow of oil 
was accompanied by a tremendous gas pressure. No well in 
the Brea field ever made such a big flow of oil starting out. 
The Union No. 53, close by, started out making 3,300 barrels. 
The Brea Canyon company has closed the big well down, 
allowing it to flow at the rate of 1,000 barrels daily. The 
oil produced is 27 gravity. 

The performance of the Brea Canyon’s well is the center 
of interest on account of the great production at such a com- 
parative shallow depth. Neighboring wells are around 3,500 
and 4,000 feet deep and it had never occurred to any of the 
developers that oil in such a quantity as the Brea Canyon 
No. 29 is making would ever be found in the local field. 
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Gas Going Up, Oil Stock Short 


San Francisco, California—‘“Gas is high and it’s going to 
be higher,’ J. T. Ryan, an engineer for the Pacific Gas & 
Electric Company, testified before the State Railroad Com- 
mission in a hearing on the company’s San Francisco rates. 

“Right now there is only four months’ supply of oil stored 
in California,” Ryan said in an interview following his tes- 
timony. 

Natural gas would appear to be the only hope for cheaper 
rates for domestic fuel and illumination or for any cheaper 
industrial fuel around the bay. With oil going up, the gas 
companies hold out no hope of any lower price for artificial 
eas for domestic use. The knowledge that efforts are being 
made to acquire land and increase the production in the 
San Joaquin valley where the Midway Gas Company, the 
San Joaquin Light & Power Corporation, and other gas and 
oil corporations are getting leases on all the land avail- 
able in the region around Tulare Lake about 15 miles south 
of Hanford where two big wells exist encourages the hope 
that eventually San Francisco will have the advantage of 
natural gas. 
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General Petroleum Will Test Dominguez Hill 


Los Angeles. California. —The General Petroleum has taken 
over holdings on the Carson estate on Dominguez Hill, halt 
way between Los Angeles and Long Beach, including devetl- 
opment work already started, and will soon begin operations 
in a test for oil. The property:adjoins that of the Standard 
and Highland Developmpent Companies and included in the 
work preparatory to drilling, is a 106-foot derrick. 

The Carson lease is located on the west slope of Dominguez 
Hill. Development work will be watched with great interest. 
as oil men have long thought this section to be oil territory. 

Two other wells are being drilled on Dominguez Hill. One 
of the Standard is located on the east slope and is now down 
about 2,300 feet. The other well, being drilled by the High- 
land Development is now 2,461. 

The Union is also drilling a test hole for oil a short dis- 
tance southeast of Dominguez Hill, and the well is down 
about 1,800 feet. 

The Standard is drilling with a combination outfit, using 
Standard tools. The Highland Development drilled with a 
rotary for a time, but is now changing over to cable. 

On Dominguez Hill, the Highland Development reports a 
commercially productive gas area lies from 1,200 to 1,400 feet 
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down and will, no doubt, be developed later. 

Considerable land is held under option in the Dominguez 
section by the local syndicate to whose initial efforts most 
of the present operations are due. This syndicate includes 
Ralph Arnold, W. R. Wheat, C. W. DeFreest, Milford Steele, 
Dunlop Smith and M. K. Harr, who.formed the Highland 
Development Company, which has already expended more 
than $50,000 in drilling tests on Dominguez Hill. 


‘7 
ae 


Will Amend California Law to Protect Wells 
From Filtering Water 


Sacramento—Amendments to the bill reculating the drill- 
ing of oil wells and their protection from filtering water 
have been drafted by the State Mining Bureau and will be 
introduced in the legislature today. 

The principal change in the existing 
new method of collecting funds for the protection of wells, 
which involves the exercise of the police powers of the State. 
The present bill is based upon the assumption that the money 
collected represents benefits received, and provides for levy- 
ing assessments. The new method of raising funds will be 
by the imposition of a regular tax. It is believed that the 
amendment will wipe out the menace of unconstitutionality 
which has been hovering over the original bill. 

Other minor changes have been made in the operative sec- 
tions of the measure, copies of which have been sent to every 
oil producing company in the State. The work of drafting 
the new bill was done by Oil Commissioner McLaughlin in 
conjunction with various oil operators, whose suggestions he 
has accepted. 





bill provides for a 


Memorial Is Urged 

Prompt action was taken Wednesday by the assembly com- 
mittee on Federal relations upon the joint resolution in- 
troduced by Senator Chandler and Assemblyman Harris, 
calling upon Congress to grant relief to the California oil 
operators whose properties are threatened with confiscation 
by the national government. The committee reported the 
resolution out immediately with a recommendation for its 
passage. A strong telegram in support of the anticipated 
action of the legislature. which was sent to United States 
Senator Poindexter and Senator Clapp by Governor Johnson, 
insures careful consideration of the California appeal to Con- 
gress. 
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Oil Land Status in Mexico Unsettled 

Los Angeles, California—While they are, of course, not 
particularly happy over the recent developments in the Mexi- 
can constitutional convention at Queretaro, oil men who 
have interests in Mexico do not anticipate any serious con- 
sequences from the proposals relative to oil lands against 
which the United States Government has protested to First 
Chief Carranza. 

The de facto government wants to limit the land holdings 
of all corporations to the ground actually used for their op- 
erations, according to newspaper dispatches, and also to re- 
quire oil companies holding lands by any title to register 
them and to obtain concessions within a fixed period. 
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Oil Tax Opposed By Beaumont C. of C. 

Beaumont, Texas.—A committee composed of T. S. Reed, 
Sr., W. B. Dunlap and Stuart R. Smith, appointed yesterday 
by the Beaumont Chamber of Commerce, will appear in Aus- 
tin today before the senate committee having in charge the 
bill which places a tax of 2 per cent on the gross sales of 
oil refineries. The business interests of Beaumont are very 
much opposed to the bill because they realize that it will 
practically put the refineries in the state out of business 
and prevent other refineries from being located in this state. 

The committee will also oppose the bill which places a tax 
ot trom % of 1 per cent to 2 per cent on the production of oil. 
At a special meeting of the executive committee yesterday 
aiternoon a strong resolution opposing both of these bills 
was passed. A resolution opposing the Strickland bill intend- 
ed to prevent blacklisting, and the bill now pending which 
is designed to force the railroads of the state to obey the 
orders of the railroad commission. 
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Standard Dismisses Unnaturalized Germans 


Baton Rouge, Louisiana——The Standard Oil Company of 
Louisiana has dismissed all unnaturalized German citizens 
employed at its large refinery near here and has put an 
armed guard of 35 men about the plant. ; 
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Weekly Report of California State Mining Bureau, 
Department of Petroleum and Gas 


The reports of oil field work made to the State Mining Bureau for 
the week ending February 3, 1917, show twenty-four new wells started, 
twenty-four to be inspected for test of water shut-off, twenty-four 
deepening or re-drilling, and one to be abandoned. 


The detailed list of work is as 


follows: COMPANY x) = Py = FIELD 
Begin Driling New Wwils: 3 ra 2 
Shell Co. of Cal........ 14 19 15 25 Coalinga 
West Penn Co......... a6. 29 21 3. McKittrick 
Standard OilCo....... 18 32 29 18 Midway 
Standard Oil Co....... 30 32 24 27 #£Midway 
Standard OilCo....... 30 32 24 28 Midway 
Standard Oil Co....... 1 il. 2 25 Sunset 
Standard OilCo....... 36 12 24 36 Sunset 
Standard OilCo....... 36 12 24 37 Sunset 
California Star Oil Co... 26 31 22 7 Midway 
Nacirema Oil Co....... 6 30 22 2 McKittrick 
Petroleum Mid Co.,Ltd. 16 32 29 3 Midway 
El Camino Oil & Dev. 
aA ee 26 31 22 17 +#&£2x%Midway 
Standard Oil Co....... 146 30 22 1 McKittrick 
Standard Oil Co....... 16 380 22 2 McKittrick 
Jameson Oil Co........ 24 32 23 #14 + #£=xMidway 
Jameson Oil Co........ 24 32 23 #15 #£=Midway 
Standard Oil Co....... 16 3 16 17 Newhall 
Standard Oil Co....... 16 3. 16 13 Newhall 
Union Oil Co.......... 23 3 10 15 E. Coyote 
Union Oil Co.......... 23 3 10 16. E. Coyote 
Union Oil Co.......... 4 3 ill 3. Wildcat 
Union Oil Co.......... 23 3 10 7 ~~ ~E. Coyote 
Central Oil Co......... 22 2 11 #931 + °#£4z.Whittier 
Pinal Dome Oil Co..... 26 9 33 9 Cat Canyon 
Test of Water Shut-off: 
Coalinga Star OilCo... 12 20 146 11 Coalinga 
PACE OM COs. 55665 ose s 1 20 14 1 Coalinga 
Nevada Petroleum Co.. 30 20 15 £7-A Coalinga 
Traders Oil Co......... 24 20 14 17 Coalinga 
Kern Trading & Oi1Co. 3 20 15 26 Coalinga 
Belridge Oil Co........ 35 27 20 9 N. Belridge 
Chans.-C’fd M’yO0.Co.. 36 31 22 22 # Midway 
Chans.-C’fd M’y O.Co.. 36 31 22 26 #£=Midway 
Chans.-C’fd M’yO0.Co.. 6 32 23 58 Midway 
Standard Oil Co....... 16 32 28 22 Midway 
Standard Oil Co....... 36 31 23 #51 Midway 
Standard Oil Co....... 26 31 23 #19 Midway 
Standard Oil Co....... 36 12 24 1 Sunset 
Standard Oil Co....... 6 30 22 3 McKittrick 
Marina Oi Cox... ..... 3. 2 21 9 Belridge 
California Star OilCo.. 26 31 22 6 Midway 
Standard Oil Co....... 36 29 21 1 McKittrick 
Chans.-C’fd M’yO.Co.. 1 32 22 21 #£Midway 
Chans.-C’fd M’y O. Co.. 1 32 22 22 Midway 
Jameson Oil Co........ 24 32 23 #138 #£=Midway 
Tratie Oil Co.......... 380 28 . 28 4 Kern River 
Petroleum Dev. Co.....9 29 28 t Kern River 
Standard Oil Co....... 1 3 12 1 Wildcat 
Standard Oil Co....... Tognizzini 1 Casmalia 
Deepen or Re-drilling Present Wells: 
Coalinga Star OilCo... 12 20 = 14 9 Coalinga 
Associated Oil Co...... 12 20 14 41 = £Coalinga 
Nacirema Oil Co....... 6 30 22 1 McKittrick 
Interstate Oil Co....... 4 11 23 £10 Sunset 
Standard Oil Co-...... 36 3 23 50 Midway 
Standard Oil Co....... 22 31 23 7 Midway 
Standard Oil Co....... 4 ° 32 23 7 Midway 
Union Off Co.......... 36 27 20 1 N. Belridge 
Uniow On Co. sic... . 4 11 23 5 Sunset 
Fl Camino O. & Dev.Co. 26 31 22 10 Midway 
El Camino O. & Dev.Co. 26 31 22 8 Midway 
Standard Oil Co. ...... 1 11 24 6 Sunset 
Standard Oil Co....... 36 381 23 12 Midway 
Standard Oil Co....... 16 32 24 5 Midway 
Associated Oil Co...... 26 31 23 98 #©Midway 
General Petrol. Corp’n.. 11 29 21 3-B_ Belridge 
Standard Oil Co....... 36 31 23 43 #£Midway 
WntomiOiGo. . 5 +... 36 27 20 1 N. Belridge 
Associated Oil Co...... 3 28 28 10 Kern River 
Associated Oil Co...... 3 28 28 12 Kern River 
Standard Oil Co..... » ze 28 10 + Kern River 
Standard Oil Co....... 5. 2 28> 2 Kern River 
Standard Oil Co....... 27 28 27 3. Kern River 
Pinal Dome O11 Co..... Graciosa 1 Santa Maria 
Abandon Present Wells: 
Am. Ventura Oil Co..... 22 4 21 6 Santa Paula 
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Mexico Y Espana Gets a 5,000-Barrel Well 


The Mexico Y Espana well was drilled in this week at a 
depth of 2,060 feet and will make 5,000 barrels. Allison W. 
Smith & Son were the drilling contractors. 

The Sun Oil Company, in the Panuco field, completed its 
well this week at a depth of 2,435 feet and is making 800 
barrels. This well had a good showing early in the game, and 
has been making quite a bit of oil before she reached the 
2,000-foot mark and is a surprise to all that she is not one 
of the big wells. 

The Tampiquena was a test in a new field southeast of 
Topila, and was drilled by the Standard Drilling and Con- 
tracting Company to a depth of 3,280 feet and a dry hole. 


Tampico Fields 


Isperanza, San Mateo, is drilling in soft shale at 1,140 feet. 

Tampiquana finished at 3,280 feet. 

San Josa de las Rusias No. 2 is drilling in sandstone at 
3,446 feet. 

Universal No. 1, Carascal, is drilling in shale at 2,565 feet. 

Universal No. 2, Islete, underreaming. 

Hispana Cubano, Panuco,.is drilling in soft formation at 
2,235 feet and making 1,500 barrels. 

Cia. Combustible No. 9, Topila, tested by the inspector 
Wednesday, and resumed drilling. 

Cia. Combustible, Herrero No. 4, Ceritos, rigging up. 

DeSoria No. 1, Panuco, drilling in soft formation at 2,378 
feet, and making 75 barrels. 

Lopez No. 1 Panuco, cemented. 

Esterillos is drilling in gumbo at 2,350 feet. 

Mexico Y Espana finished at 2,060 feet, making 5,000 
barrels. 

La Pet. Poblano, S. A. Topila, is drilling at 2,360 feet, 
making 1,000 barrels. 

Orillas de Panuco, Conoa, is 2,960 feet in basalt and lime; 
shut down. 

La Corona No. 9, Topila, is 2,106 feet and drilling will be 
resumed Saturday. 

La Corona No. 12, Topila, is drilling in rock at 1,175 feet. 

Freeport and Mex. Fuel, Zurita No. 4, Panuco, is 1,914 feet 
and temporarily shut down. 

Argentina, Topila, is drilling in lime at 2,050 feet. 

Sun Oil, Panuco, finished at 2,435 feet and making 800 
barrels. 

Puebla Y Panuco, Lot 12, Sta Ana, is drilling in shale at 
1,100 feet. 

Puebla Y Panuco, Lot 3, Sta Ana, setting 12% at 250 feet. 

Margins de Panuco, Aguacate, is drilling in sand at 112 
feet. 

Mex. Gulf Sabino Gordo, rigging up. 

Panuco Y Topila No. 1, Las Pieras, Panuco, is drilling in 
lime at 2,191 feet; making 400 barrels. 

English Oil Co., Rufina No. 2, cemented 8-inch at 1,350 
feet. 

New England Fuel Oil, Pazzi No. 1, set 10-inch at 1,171 feet. 

La Giralda No. 2, is drilling in shale at 750 feet. 


Gate Valve Bursts 
The gate valve on the well of the Cia. Pet Poblana, in the 
Popila field, broke Sunday morning under a gas pressure of 
900 pounds, and the well run wild until another valve could 
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be obtained and put on. It is estimated that the well wa: 
making 1,000 barrels; the roof was blown off, but otherwis 
there was no damage; the crew that was on the derrick 
the time watching the gauge escaped without a_ scratch. 
Allison W. Smith & Son are the contractors and are n 
drilling deeper. ‘ 


Tampico Personals 


Capt. Paul Blackman returned from a_ business trip 
Panuco Thursday. 

Paul Greenwood returned from an extensive business tri 
to the States this week. 

The S. S. Monterey of the Ward Line is due to arriy: 
Monday from New York via Habana, Progreso and Vera 
Cruz. 

Robert Page is preparing to shoot the Victoria well; I: 
is fishing out cable at present and when that is completed 
will shoot the well. 

Greer & Woollett, the grocers, sent out the largest con 
signment of groceries today ever sold in Tampico—the orde1 
was over 73 tons. 

The raffle at the Tampico Novelty Company last week was 
won as follows: The phonograph by E. J. Parkenson; thie 
5-pound box of candy by Howard Rix. 

The tanker Topila, which sailed for Galveston Wednesday, 
carried quite a passenger list. The following is a partial 
list: James M. Shaw, assistant manager of the East Coast 
Oil Company; Rk. R. Meamem, auditor for the East Coast 
Company; Harry Mount, N. S. Von Phul and E. J. Parken- 
ton, independent oil men. 

W. J. Flesher, a producer from Oklahoma and heavily in 
terested in the Zaleta Mar Oil Company, left on a tanker 
last Sunday for Houston, Texas; he expects to return in 
about 30 days. 

M. F. Moos of the American Consulate will leave Saturday 
on a tanker for Philadelphia, going from there to Washington. 

W. O. Martin arrived this morning from the States, wher 
he has taken a long vacation. 

W. EF. Friedrich, formerly of Monterey, arrived in town 
Thursday. He is going to locate here and will be in business 
in a few days. 

B. H. Jacobs, manager of the National Paper & Type 
Company, who has been in town for the past two weeks on 
company business, will return to Monterey Saturday. 

B. J. Hamelous returned the first of the week from an ex 
tended business trip to New York. 

The Reverend Neill-Presley will leave Tampico in a few 
days for the States, and will remain there permanently. Dr. 
Presley has many friends in Mexico, having resided in Tam 
pico for more than thirty years, and is probably the bes: 
known man in Tampico. 


Country Club Golf Links 


Semi-Finals 
Broun defeated Kerford.................. 4-3 
east dehented Games: acc. soko seae wees gr 3-1 


The finals for the President’s cup for January will be 
played off this week between Broun and Crist, 36 holes. 

The qualifying rounds for February’s President cup con- 
test will be played Saturday and Sunday, the third and 
fourth inst. : 

The annual general meeting of the club to be held Januar: 
3lst was postponed to Wednesday, February 7th, for lack of 
a quorum. 

It is only a question of a week or so till Clarence Lee will 
be inoculated with the golf bug; at present he is only walk- 
ing around the links for exercise. 

The ladies are anticipating holding a turnament. God help 
the handicap committee. 

George Clynes’ putting is improving: he now only takes 


five puts on every green. Stick to it, “Jorge,” we need your 


money. 
If Harry Carson could produce long drives as easy as hi 
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cannot produce proxies, Jimmy Chapman would be out of 
luck. 

Frank Kerford and George Clynes have a match scheduled 
for this week; 18 holes match play. Players to use only 
two clubs, mashie and putter; date of funeral to be announced 
on day of play; please omit flowers. 

Ladies, don’t worry, Hawthorne says there is a law of 
compensation existing in the world. This is forcibly proven 
by the fact that though society’s favorite, Mr. Nolan Stewart 
Von Phul, has sailed for the States, still Sr. Don Pablo 
Palo Verde Greenwood, Tampico’s Beau Brummell, has just 
returned. 


Colonial Transportation Company’s Plant Burns 


The shops of the Colonial Transportation Company, situ- 
ated on Union Street and the Tamisi River, caught fire this 
morning about 6 o’clock, and in one hour burned to the 
ground. The fire is thought to have started from a spark 
from the engine in the machine shop. And as the norther was 
blowing very strong spread to the planing mill almost in- 
stantly. The launch Santa Fe was burned and several barges. 
The loss is estimated at from $25,000 to $30,000; no insurance. 


Material for the Dredging Work Arriving 


Material for the dredging of the river and the reconstruc- 
tion of the north jetty at the mouth of the Panuco River, by 
the United Dredging Company, has begun to arrive in Tam- 
pico on the last trip of the Ketche and her tow; quite a bit of 
pipe and pontoons arrived, and we are informed that the next 
trip of the boat more will follow. 


Fish Tie Up Tampico’s Light and Power Plant 


Tampico was without light or power all day Friday; 
caused by fish clogging up the water pipe that supplies the 
light and power plant. This caused great inconvenience to 
most of the Tampiquenas, especially to those living in the 
colonias. The Tampico News was delayed a day, and Tor- 
tilles scarce, as the Nixtmals were shut down. The bakers 
and the coachmen reaped a rich harvest. 
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Casinghead Gasoline Industry 


W. P. Donovan of the gasoline department of the Gypsy 
Oil Company, and chairman of the committee recently ap- 
pointed to organize a national association of casinghead gas 
producers, says that by the beginning of the spring the pro- 
duction of casinghead gas in the Mid-Continent field will 
excel the gasoline production of the refineries. Already, 
according to Mr. Donovan’s figures, the production of gaso- 
line from casinghead gas in Oklahoma alone is in excess 
of 5,500,000 gallons a month and with the plants which will 
be completed within the next 90 days, all of them being now 
in an advanced stage of construction, the production will be 
increased to more than 6,000,000 gallons.” In 1915, the en- 
tire production of casinghead gasoline in the United States 
was less than 65,000,000 gallons, of which Oklahoma pro- 
duced but 35,000,000 gallons. The production of gasoline 
from casinghead gas in Oklahoma for 1916 is estimated by 
Mr. Pfister, secretary of the Oklahoma association, at 61,- 
000,000 gallons.—Oildom. 

oe 


Standard Adopts Open Door Policy 


A new regime has been instituted at the offices of the 
Standard Oil Company of New Jersey—parent organization 
of the whole Standard Oil corporation group. Instead of the 
secrecy of the past, everything is to be frank and open. Pub- 
lic and corporation alike are to have a square deal and each 
is to be “let in” on the thoughts and actions of the other. 
This is a radical change from the former policy of the Stand- 
ard Oil Company, most reserved and secret of corporations. 


The new president of the New Jersey company is respon- 
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sible for this change of attitude. He believes that frankness, 
free and open speech, is beneficial both to corporations and 
the public they serve. 

It’s just another practical application of the new spirit that 
has grown up between the great service corporations and 
the public. The aloofness of the corporations has been brok- 
en down. The leaders recognize that the public has a right 
to know how it is being served, and that it will play fair 
if it’s given a chance. Most of the difficulties of the past 
have risen from selfish methods that have disregarded the 
other fellow, that have followed a policy of secrecy and dis- 
trust. The two factors that should have worked together 
have fought and oppressed each other. It is one of the hope- 
ful signs of the times that is all to be different, that there 
is to be friendliness and co-operation—San Jose Mercury 
Herald. ‘ 


No Time to Fix Gasoline Standard 


Los Angeles.—Local refiners do not think well of the move- 
ment of the Federal Bureau of Standards and the Bureau of 
Mines to establish uniform standards for gasoline. Espe- 
cially they consider the present an unfortunate time to agi- 
tate such a question, for now is the time when it may very 
readily become soon a question not how high a standard 
shall be exacted, but how low a standard will it be possible 
to get along on. Too high a test when the demand is grow- 
ing so fast and supply not keeping pace with it means ab- 
normally high prices. That gasoline may go to 30 cents a 
gallon in California soon’ is considered quite likely. 
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Prospects in Blackfeet Indian Reservation 


The widespread interest in the development of the oil and 
gas resources of the country gives a forthcoming report of 
a Montana area special value to oil prospectors in that state. 

A report on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation just issued 
by the geological survey of the Department or the Interior 
as a result of field work first undertaken for the Office of 
Indian Affairs describes the geology of the southward ex- 
tension of the Calgary field of Alberta, Canada. The reser- 
vation is underlain by the same formations that have yielded 
small quantities of oil and gas in the Calgary field. The 
report points out the general similarity of the two regions 
and discusses the geologic facts upon which an intelligent 
search for oil and gas in the reservation must be based. 
To this end it describes in detail about thirteen anticlines 
and structural terraces, points out favorable or unfavorable 
features in each, and indicates the most advantageous places 
for drilling and the depths at which the possibly productive 
sands may be reached. 

The sandstones in the lower part of the Colorado shale 
and the underlying Kootenai formation are believed to be the 
only sources of oil and gas in this region. Although there 
are no known surface indications of oil and gas within the 
reservation, recent discoveries have demonstrated the pres- 
ence of petroleum and petroleum residues in the lower part 
of the Colorado shale in an area adjoining the reservation 
on the south. There it was found that a body of shale about 
50 feet thick, in the lower part of the Colorado, is petroli- 
ferous over a considerable area. Small samples of this shale 
yielded on distillation about two gallons of oil to the ton, 
and thin beds of limestone intercalated in the shale are im- 
pregnated with a soft tarry bitumen. These facts, together 
with the known occurrence of oil and gas in the Colorado 
shale in Alberta and of seeps from the same shale in north- 
ern Montana, lead to the belief that oil and gas may occur 
in some of the areas of most favorable structure in the Black- 
feet Indian Reservation. Eugene Stebinger, the author of 
the report, believes that the chances for success in the res- 
ervation are sufficient to warrant careful and systematic 
drilling. 

Copies of this report (Bulletin 641-J, Anticlines in the 
Blackfeet Indian Rserevation, Montana) may he obtained 
free by applying to the Director of the United States Geo- 
logical Survey, Washington, D. C. 
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Activities Despite Scarcity of Water 


Although many of the drilling wells are temporarily shut 
down, for lack of water, many new companies are being 
formed, for development work in the North Texas area. Dur- 
ing the past week the Wichita Falls Fuel and Development 
Company let a contract for drilling operation, on the Fassett 
ranch, six miles southwest of Iowa Park, and north of the 
Wichita River. Four thousand acres was ijeased in this tract, 
which has been drilled on all four sides, producing oil in the 
shallow sand, and being almost in a direct line between the 
Electra and Holliday fields; some exciting results are ex- 
pected. Location has been made on the south end of the 
ranch, the rig is being built and drilling operations will be 
started as soon as possible. The water question seems to 
be a greater problem each week, and at present few of the 
wells are in active operation. 

At Electra the Producers Oil Company completed its Skin- 
ner No. 1 at 1,946 feet, which, after producing for the past 
four years from a depth of 1,475 feet, was drilled to the 
former depth, and is now making 100 barrels. Waggoner 
No. 55, which had been producing for the last year and a 
half, was drilled deeper, completed at 1,970 feet, and is good 
for about 65 barrels. The W. W. Silk Company completed 
its well on the Crow ranch at 1,015 feet, which is producing 
about 15 barrels. The well on the Waggoner tract is still 
bailing at 1,520 feet, with considerabie oil showing in the 
hole. Many of the drilling wells are close to the sand, and 
if water can be secured, several completions are expected 
soon. Several new locations have been made, eight rigs are 
being built, some of them now ready for the machinery. 


Burkburnett 


Four completions were reported from Burkburnett last 
week, three of them being small producers, the fourth a dry 
hole. The Magnolia Petroleum Company drilled in Hickey 
No. 11, at 1,749 feet, which is producing about 30 barrels. 
Reilly No. 33 was completed in the shallow sand at 372 feet, 
making 5 barrels, while the Reilly No. 29 was drilled in at 
740 feet, and is pumping about 15 barrels. Latest reports 
have this well pumping considerable water, which has been 
impossible to shut off, and the well will probably be drilled 
deeper in search of another sand. The Kemp Company’s 
Ruyle No. 7 was abandoned at 685 feet as dry. Several of 
the drilling wells are nearing the sand, and should be com- 
pleted soon. 


North Texas Wildcats 


In Stephens County the Texas & Pacific Coal Company 
completed its Binney No. 1, 1,790 feet, which after being 
drilled into the sand is showing about two million feet of 
gas, and producing about 25 barrels of oil. The deep test 
on the Wright farm is still drilling at 3,015 feet in hard lime. 
The Coody No. 1 is still having water trouble, and it is 
probable the 8-inch casing will have to be pulled, as the 
bottom has been dented, and the casing cannot be properly 
seated. The Producers Oil Company’s Parks No. 2 has re- 
sumed drilling, after recovering tools which were lost at a 


1250-foot depth, and is now drilling at 1,412 feet. The Gulf 


Production Company has started drilling operations for a 
deep test on the Fincher tract. The Producers Oil Com- 
pany’s well on the Smith farm has struck a sand at 2,306 
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feet, good for about one and a half million feet of gas wit! 
some oil showing; however, the well may be drilled deeper 
in search of an oil sand. 

Palo Pinto County is having considerable trouble to keep 
supplied with water, and few completions have been an 
nounced. At Strawn, the Texas & Pacific Coal Company’s 
Fee No. 132 was completed at 870 feet ,producing 45 barrels, 
while a new location has been made for a No. 134 well, north 
and east of No. 71. 

South of Mineral Wells the Empire Gas and Fuel Com- 
pany is having difficulties with their Chestnut. No. 1, which 
is temporarily shut down. During the fore part of last week 
while pulling 6-inch casing, the derrick caved in ‘and it is 
believed the casing was stuck at the bottom. The well is 
now touching the sand at 4,200 feet deep, is making about 
two million feet of gas, spraying distillate. The Yell well is 
temporarily shut down at 2,330 feet, and in all probabilities, 
will be abandoned, since up to date there has been no show- 
ing. Palmer and Owens well on the Jacques ranch reached 
the second sand at 993 feet, and will drill in as soon as 
preparations can be made. 

West of Mineral Wells the Texas & Pacific Coal Company 
has made a new location on the Middleton farm, about a mile 
west of the gas well, on the Corn ranch. The Star machine 
has been moved from the gas well, and drilling will be started 
immediately. 

West of Palo Pinto the Star machine on the Belding ranch 
has had a bad fishing job at 2,010 feet, while the Standard 
rig, which has just been rebuilt, is still fishing for tools lost 
in the fire. 

North of Palo Pinto the Sinclair Oil & Gas Company is 
working on its test on the Holt ranch. The gas, which was 
found at 1,200 feet, will be shut off and the well drilled deeper 
in search of oil, as per contract. 

In Archer County the Gulf Production Company has 1nade 
a new location in the northwest corner of the Owen tract 
near Holliday. A rig will be built and drilling operations 
started as soon as possible. East of Holliday the Big Bluff 
Oil Company is drilling at 1,190 feet, while the Wichita 
Archer Oil Company is drilling at 909 feet. near Archer City. 
South of Holliday, on the American Tribune Colony’s tract. 
the Holliday Oil Company is drilling at 1,540 feet, after 
drilling through and oil showing at 1,360 feet. Southeast of 
the discovery well, the Panther No. 3, is still drilling at 
1,480 feet, while the Sixty-Six Oil Company’ s well No. 1 is 
still pumping about 60 barrels with considerable water trou- 
ble. The Four Hundred Oil Company has laid a water line, 
and will start drilling soon, while the Coline Oil Company’s 
Orton No. 1 and the Reese Allen, on the Weodrum, are shut 
down at 1,800 and 1,270 feet, respectively, tor lack of water. 
New companies have been organized to develop lease hold- 
ings in the Holliday field, among them are the Citizens Oil 
Company and the Kickapoo Oil Company, who will start 
operations soon near the Panther and the Sixty-Six well. 
Many new wells are temporarily shut down awaiting water, 
some of the companies laying lines, when convenient, while 
others are waiting for a rain. However, as soon as the 
drouth is broken, drilling operations will be resumed in real 
earnest throughout the Archer County fields. 
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New Rate Schedule on Petroleum 


Washington, February 15.—Rates on petroleum and _ its 
products from Cincinnati, St. Louis and other points to Ken- 
tucky destinations were approved by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission, together with increases from Louisville to points 
in Kentucky applicable to interstate commerce. Typical 
changes in rates approved by the Commission are these: 

From Cincinnati to Lexington, present rate 10 cents, new 
rate 16 cents; to Georgetown, from 10 cents to 16 cents; to 
Frankfort, 121% cents to 16 cents; to Paris, 13 cents to 16 
cents; to Midway, 15 cents to 16 cents; to Versailles, 15 cents 
to 19 cents; to Winchester, 13 cents to 16 cents; to Nicholas- 
ville, 14 cents to 19 cents. With the exception of the rate to 





Frankfort identical rates were in effect from Louisville, and 
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the new rates are made to correspond with the new rates 
from Cincinnati. 

The increases, the Commission says, are the outgrowth of 
a readjustment of the class and commodity rates from the 
Ohio River crossings and St. Louis to the territory south of 
the Ohio River and east of the Mississippi River, and one of 
the chief purposes of the railroads in offering the new sched- 
ule was to correct departures from the long and short haul 
section at points intermediate to the Ohio River crossings 
and the territory affected. 

The rates apply on benzine, coal oil, crude oil, distillate, 
fuel oil, gasses, gasoline, kerosene oil, lubricating oil, naph- 
tha, paraffin oil, refined oil and several other analogous com- 
modities in barrels, half barrels, iron drums, or in metal 
cans completely cased, straight or mixed carloads, or in 
tank cars. a 
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Ohio Valley Fields Are Snowed Under 


Lima, February 15—Development work throughout the 
Ohio Valley fields for oil and gas remains buried beneath 
snow and frozen lines. All new work in Indiana is confined 
to the western end of the State, in Pike and Gibson Counties. 
In Washington Township of this first named county A. B. 
Bement in a test on the W. King farm got only a dry hole, 
while his test of the A. H. George farm is a good gas well. 
His latest on the Thomas farm yielded 10 barrels. In Madi- 
son Township, same county, Michael Murphy in a test on the 
G. W. Reed farm has a 55-barrel producer. In Monroe Town- 
ship the same operator has a fair gasser in his fourth venture 
on the Wilhelm farm. 

In Mannington district, Marion County, West Virginia, the 
Hope Natural Gas Company has drilled a second test on the 
J. L. Hamilton farm, and it is showing for a 50-barrel pr6- 
ducer. In the Salem district, Harrison County, the South 
Penn Oil Company has completed another on the Luther Hay- 
mond farm, and it is showing for a 5-barrel pumper. In 
Union district, Harrison County, the Hope Natural Gas Com- 
pany completed a second test on the J. W. Post farm and it 
is a fair gasser. The South Penn Oil Company’s second test 
on the W. O. Davis farm, located in Lewis County, is pro- 
ducing 25 barrels a day. 

In Greenbrier district, Doddridge County, the Eastern Oil 
Company is due at a test on the L. C. Hickman farm, and 
Ernest Randolph & Company have the rig completed for 
a test on the Lydia Sutton farm. In Center district, Gilmer 
County, the Hope Natural Gas Company is rigging up at a 
test on the F. M. Minnie farm. In Eagle district, Harrison 
County, the same company has made the location for a test 
on the C. L. Lucas farm. In the same district the Pittsburg 
and Virginia Gas Company is starting a test on the M. K. 
Baker farm. In Union district, Harrison County, the Cryde 
Oil Company has started to drill on the E. M. Ferris farm. 

In Spencer district, Roane County, the Pure Gas Company 
has started a test on the Willis Walker farm. The United 
Fuel Gas Company is drilling at a test on the F. B. Foster 
farm, and in Sherman district, Calhoun County, the Hope 
Natural Gas Company has made a location on the Laura 
V. Ash farm. 
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Naval Fuel Oil Specifications 


The specifications under which fuel oil is supplied to the 
United States Navy for the fiscal year 1916-17 are as follows: 

(a) Fuel oil shall be a hydrocarbon oil of best quality, free 
from grit, acid, fibrous, or other foreign matter likely to clog 
or injure the burners or valves, and shall, if required by the 
Navy Department, be strained by being drawn through filters 
of wire gauze having 16 meshes to the inch. The clearance 
through the strainer shall be at least twice the area of the 
suction pipe and strainers shall be in duplicate. 

(b) The unit of quantity to be the barrel of 42 gallons of 
231 cubic inches at a standard temperature of 60° F. For 
every decrease or increase of temperature of 10° F. (or pro- 
portion thereof) from the standard, 0.4 of 1 per cent (or pro- 
rated percentage) shall be added or deducted from the meas- 
ure or gauged quantity for correction. 

(c) Flash point never under 150° F. as a minimum (Abel 
or Pennsky-Marten’s closed cup), or 175° F. (Tagliabue open 
cup), and not lower than the temperature at which the oil has 
a viscosity of 8 Engler (water — 1 Engler). Example: If an 
oil has a viscosity of Engler when heated at 186° F., then 
186° F. is the minimum flash point at which this oil will be 
accepted. 

(d) Viscosity at 700° F. not greater than 200 Engler. 
(ce) Water and sediment not over 1 per cent. If in excess 
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of 1 per cent, the excess to be subtracted from the volume, 
or the oil may be rejected. 

NOTE—If an Engler viscosimeter is not available, the Say- 
bolt standard universal viscosimeter may be used, and 300 sec- 
onds Saybolt will be considered equivalent to 8 Engler, and 
7,900 seconds Saybolt will be considered equivalent to 200 
Engler. 

The specifications under (c) above is so drawn because it 
is considered advisable to heat oil above its flash point when 
burning it with mechanical atomization where the pressures 
run up to almost 300 pounds per square inch, and because 
it has determined, by numerous experiments at the naval fuel- 
oil testing plant, that any clean oil may be efficiently burned 
if it is heated sufficiently to reduce its viscosity to 8 Engler. 

a ———e%-—___ 

The baby carriage is largely put out of the running in these 

days of the motor car. 
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Most Important Completion a Gasser 


Very few completions rewarded the efforts of operators in 
the North Louisiana field during the past week and interest 
is still centered mainly on drilling in prospective oil territory 
extending across the entire northern portion of the State. A 
completion of particular interest was that of the Producers 
Oil Company on the Huron Land Company lease in Section 
18-15-12, about 10 miles south of Shreveport, on the west side 
of the river. This well came in with an initial volume of 
9,000,000 feet of gas, and extends the Bossier gas field over 
into Caddo Parish. The east end of the Elm Grove district 
is now considered proven oil territory, a number of good 
pumpers having been completed in the chalk rock, and every 
confidence is felt that the whole territory between Elm Grove 
and Shreveport will finally develop oil as well as gas. The 
Gulf Refining Company has had a gas blowout in the Youree 
well, just south of Shreveport, at a depth of 3,150 feet, which 
it is now trying to kill in order to complete the test. The 
Producers Oil Company and the Arkansas Natural Gas Com- 
pany are also drilling in this locality and the Atlas Oil Com- 
pany is drilling for gas on the Country Home Association 
Grounds. 

In the Bastrop-Monroe territory, the discovery of a gas 
field in Morehouse and Ouachita Parishes has encouraged 
further development and the Gulf Refining Company has 
started drilling an important test on the Burroughs Land 
Company lease in Section 24-15-4, Caldwell Parish, and the 
Standard Oil Company has derrick up for a test on the 
Richardson lease in Section 22-19-10, West Carroll Parish. 
The Hunter & McCormick interests, of Shreveport, have 
bought two large plantations, which it is their intention to 
explore immediately for oil and gas. 

The completion of a good dry gasser, nine miles east of the 
old Caddo field, near Belcher, by the Richardson Oil Com- 
pany, has aroused considerable interest in this territory, and 
protective leases have been taken by the big companies in 
adjoining territory. A location has been made by the Rich- 
ardson Oil Company for another test to be made in the 
vicinity where previous operations resulted in an encouraging 
showing of oil in two different strata. 


Flurry of Excitement on Texas Line 


East of Bossier, in Webster Parish, W. H. Baker has taken 
over the Dickinsheet & Sarber holdings and is completing 
the well started by them on the Crichton lease in Section 
23-18-10, now drilling at 1,650 feet. Continuing the eastern 
trend of development, the Atlas Oil Company is making an 
interesting test in the vicinity of Homer, La., Claiborne 
Parish, in which they have set 12-inch casing at 220 feet, for 
a deep test for oil. 

Following the Texas State line, south of the Caddo field, 
two possible oil territories are being watched with interest, 
oil having been discovered in small quantities at both Beth- 
any and Logansport. In several instances excitement ran 
high in both these territories, and investors came from all 
parts of the country, prepared to get in on the ground floor, 
but upon investigation it was decided in most cases to leave 
the field to local operators more familiar with conditions, and 
the progress is necessarily slow, as is usually the case in the 
development of a new field in this territory. 

In the old Caddo field a 200-barrel pumper was completed 
by the Lewis Drilling Company on the Levee Board lease in 
Section 23-22-15, in the shallow sand territory at Hosston. 


The heavy oil found in this district is now bringing 95 cents 
a barrel, and as it is found at a depth of 1,050 feet, is con- 
sidered one of the most paying propositions at present in thx 
field. The Caddo Oil Fields Company, which obtained a 
splendid paying production when the field was first extended 
two miles east of Oil City two years ago, went back and 
drilled No. 4 Atkins, which they completed last week, getting 
a small gasser at 2,250 feet. Two miles west of this lease 
an interesting test is being made by the Penn.-Wyo. Oil Com. 
pany on the Muslow lease in Section 3-20-15. The Higgins 
Oil & Fuel Company is drilling Tobin No. 1 in Section 
17-20-15, and the Louisiana Oil & Refining Company is drill- 
ing on Fee land in Section 8-20-15, east of Oil City. 


Another Completion on Hamlet Lease 


In the Mooringsport district, which has been extended sey- 
eral miles east, west and south, the Peerless Oil Company has 
completed its second well on the Hamlet lease, two miles 
east of Mooringsport, and is building standard rig to pump, 
and in the same locality the Gulf Refining Company is drill- 
ing Nunnally No. 4 and the Producers Oil Company is rig- 
ging up to drill Noel Fee B-1. South of Ferry Lake the 
Caddo Oil & Refining Company is arranging to pump Loucks 
No. 15, taken over from the Star Oil Company in the recent 
ten-million-dollar merger, and is planning extensive develop- 
ment in this territory. The Amateur Oil Company has com- 
pleted No. 6 on the Green lease, where the discovery well of 
this territory was drilled, and is building standard rig to 
pump, and the Producers Oil Company is also arranging to 
pump Teat No. 4. The DeSoto Oil & Development Company 
is drilling Joyce No. 3 on a lease which had been previously 
condemned as worthless by one of the big companies, and on 
which two good producers have since been brought in. 

In the Lewis district the Caddo Oil & Refining Company 
keeps a number of rigs running, and several miles east of 
Lewis there is some interesting development in progress by 
the Producers Oil Company and the Elton Oil & Gas Com- 
pany, which it is believed will result in important extensions 
of the proven field. 

North of Oil City, Cooney & Littlejohn are drilling on Fee 
land in Section 35-21-16, and the Producers Oil Company is 
down 3,900 feet in a deep test on the Harrell lease in Section 
4-21-16, in which they are attempting to locate a third pro- 
ducing sand. 

In the Grand Bayou district, which lies partly in DeSoto 
and partly in Red River Parish, the Producers Oil Company 
completed its first well on the Williams lease, flowing 100 
barrels. The Gulf Refining Company has two wells drilling 
on this lease in Section 33-13-11, one on the Boling-Williams 
in Section 29-13-11, and one on the Jenkins in Section 2-12-11, 
two miles south of Gusher Bend production, all on the west 
side of the river, in DeSoto Parish; east of the river, in Red 
River Parish, the Producers Oil Company has two wells 
completed on the Hicks lease and is building standard rig to 
pump, and has two drilling wells and two derricks on the 
Sample lease, all in Section 33-13-11. The Boggy Bayou 
Oil Company is rigging up to drill a second well on the 
DeMoss lease, where the discovery well of this territory was 
drilled, and T. B. Owens et al. are drilling Nabors No. 2 in 
Section 28-13-11. The Gulf Refining Company’s operations 
in Red River Parish are scattered over the old Crichton and 
Abington districts, where a number of good pumpers have 
recently been completed, and wells are drilling on the Ken- 
nedy, Marston, Natalie, Christopher-and Robinson leases, 
all familiar names during the palmy days of development in 
this territory. 

Drilling in the Black Lake district, south of the Red River 
field, is progressing slowly, but with no abatement of interest. 
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Oil in Marion 
Marion, O.—The first oil struck in Marion County was re- 
ported by the Caledonia Oil and Gas Company, about two 
miles west of Caledonia, near here, today. Oil was struck 
at a depth of 2,760 feet. 
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Would Tax Passenger and Freight Motor Cars 


Los Angeles, Calif—‘If the Rominger bill, now before the 
State Legislature, becomes a law it will operate to drive 
from the roads of California practically every motor-driven 
vehicle used for the carrying of freight and passengers and 
will be a decided retrograde step in the development of trans- 
portation. It will seriously affect land values in the suburban 
districts and work an irreparable hardship on both the mer- 
chants and ranches, as well as seriously affecting tourist 
travel,” said Watt L. Moreland of the Moreland Motor Truck 
Company. | 

“This law proposes to levy a tax of $50 on all trucks of 
one ton or less capacity; $150 on all trucks up to three tons; 
$250 on trucks from three to five tons, and $350 on all trucks 
of five tons or over. A similar bill, ostensibly aimed at the 
jitney bus, fixes a tax ot $25 per passenger capacity on all 
vehicles carrying passengers, which means that an auto bus 
carrying seven passengers would pay a State tax of $175 per 
year, in addition to the various city, county and small-town 
tax and license fees that are now exacted, which range all 
the way from $40 per year to $100, depending on the com- 
munity through which they pass. 
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Alcohol Versus Gasoline for Automobiles 


We have most of us read of what Mr. Henry Ford has 
said regarding the converting of breweries in the State of 
Michigan, a State that has become “dry,” into distilleries, 
for the purpose of manufacturing alcohol to be used in auto- 
mobile service, says the Natural Gas Journal. 

Whatever the outcome may be in that direction, we look 
for relief, through the possible reviving of the steam-driven 
automobile. 

From our own experience in operating steam automobiles, 
we can say that after steam has been generated it is without 
doubt the most flexible servant the automobile driver can 
employ. 

There have been difficulties in the past; one, the necessity 
for frequent refilling of the water-tank, and a lack of a con- 
densing system; second, the possibility of running out of 


a 


Vv 


water where frequent filling of the tank was required; third, 
the need for constant watchfulness in order to avoid low 
water in the boiler, or an air-bound pump, and fourthly, the 
inconvenience of getting up steam before starting out. 

However, just of late we have read the advertisement of a 
steam automobile requiring but a very small amount of oil, 
not gasoline, to cover great mileage; also, a system of con- 
densation which makes necessary only infrequent refilling 
of the water-tank, only after running many, many miles. 

‘If this car should prove a success, it is more than likely, 
with the high price of gasoline, and for various other rea- 
sons apparent to those who have operated both steam and 
gasoline engines, the steam field will come again to its own. 

We understand that in the new steam car, all that is nec- 
essary in preparing to start out is to push a button on the 
steering post. There is none of the old-type getting up steam 
by pumping up air pressure, lighting a pilot and then the 
main burners, etc. It will be interesting to see what the 
outcome will be of this which looks good. 
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Well 29 Years Old Is Still Flowing 


Newhall, Calif—Back in Pico canyon an old well drilled 
by the Hardison-Stewart Oil Company 29 years ago to a depth 
of about 1,200 feet is still flowing oil of 30 gravity at a rate 
of about a barrel a day. The ancient casing is still in the 
hole which was recently visited by several operators inter- 
ested in the Newhall district who were attracted by the sight 
of the oil on the surface of a tiny stream of water and fol- 
lowed it to its source. The land is now held by the Standard. 
It is not being developed at present. The Standard has an 
extensive acreage which it is apparently holding in reserve 
for the time when light oil may be worth more. 
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Oil Tanker Sails 


Philadelphia—The American tank steamer Gold Shell has 
departed with petroleum for Rouen, France. The tanker, 
owned by the Shell Company of California, carries a crew 
of 47, of whom 18 are Americans. 
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New Gusher at Arkansas City 


Throughout all districts work is practically at a standstill 
by reason of the extreme cold weather, shortage of pipe, 
small drilling tools and water. Completions for the past 
week in the larger pools consisted of a few small sized wells. 
In the Southwest Arkansas City field, fresh excitement was 
created Wednesday by the Harvel well striking the second 
pay sand, which is producing a flow of oil so strong that it 
cannot be estimated on account of the steadily increasing 
flow, but it is predicted that the well will make an average 
of at least 2,000 barrels a day before production becomes sta- 
tionary. 

Around McPherson, interest is becoming centered in the 
tests at Langley, six miles west of Marquette, where the 
Smoky Hill Oil & Gas Company is drilling below 1,900 feet. 
Geologists who have made an examination of the log state 
that the test will prove a producer. 

The Sinclair Oil & Refining Corporation has started oil 
through the new pipe line to the company’s refinery south of 
the El Dorado field. The line runs almost due east from the 
Butler County fields to Humboldt, where the tank farm is 
located. A line is being laid from Humboldt to Oklahoma. 
It passes two or three miles west of Chanute and the refinery 
here is connected with it by a lateral. 


Miami County 


On the Harbison farm, in the southeast quarter of the 
southeast of section 6-17-22, F. W. Reed and associates have 
a 50-barrel well. 

On the Dunham farm, in the southwest quarter of the south- 
west quarter of section 31-16-23, Stover & Williams have a 
failure in their test No. 1. 


Ellsworth County 


The Shamrock Cushing Oil Company is fishing for a bit at 
about 500 feet in the test on the Hysell farm in section 4-17-8 
west. 

Hissen & Sim have a rig up for a test in section 16-14-7 
west. 

The Carter Oil Company have made a location for a test 
on the Douvrava farm in section 1-16-10. 


Augusta 

The Magnolia Petroleum Company’s test on the Palmer 
farm, in section 35-27-4, is on top of the deep sand and is 
showing some oil. 

The Empire Gas & Fuel Company, operating on the Ral- 
ston farm, in section 9-28-4, has a 100-barrel well in the 2,500 
foot sand, in the No. 15. 

The Monitor Oil & Gas Company on the Brown farm, in 
section 25-28-4, has a 250-barrel well in their No. 22. 


El Dorado 

The Sinclair Oil & Gas Company is spudding in at 70 feet 
on the Adams No. 66. The same company on the Grimes, 
section 25-25-4, is shut down at 645 feet. 

South of Eureka, the McGinnis-Hastings test is below 2,300 
feet. 

The Cosden Oil & Gas Company has completed a rig in 
the northwest corner of the J. E. Barnes eight-acre tract ad- 
joining the Hill leases on the south in section 34-25-5.- The 
location is just south of the Missouri Pacific tracks. 

In the southwest corner of the northwest quarter in the 
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southwest quarter of 12-26-5, on the John Neff farm, the Iro- 
quois Oil & Gas Company have a rig up for No. 1 test. 

The Peerless Petroleum Company, on the Kauffman farm. 
in section 3-26-5, have resumed drilling after several weeks 
shut down. The test is now below 2,800 feet. 

On the Ralston farm, in section 20-26-4, Hale & Knox ar 
shut down on account of frozen pipes. 


Chautauqua County 


On the R. J. Fulton farm, in the southeast quarter of th 
southeast quarter of section 20-33-1, Denman Bros. have a 
dry hole in their No. 15. 

Ross Evers and Clark’s No. 14, Lena D. Williams, in sec- 
tion 6-34-12, is good for about 15 barrels. 

On the L. Beslin farm, in the northwest corner of the 
northwest quarter of section 32-33-12, Seth Ely has a 40-har- 
rel pumper in his No. 8. 


Dry Hole Specialists 


The oil country adage, “all things come to him who keeps 
on drilling,” is borne out by the experience of Grant C. Steb- 
bins, president of the Gladys Belle Oil Company. Stebbins 
enjoys the distinction of having drilled 28 dry holes in suc- 
cession before hitting it right. So proverbial was his luck in 
getting dusters that Stebbins was given the appellation of 
“dry hole king” of Oklahoma. When his luck changed he 
soon forged to the front as one of the most successful opera- 
tors in the State and now is one of the wealthiest men in 
Tulsa. 

Theodore Cox, who a few months ago made a rich strike 
in the Bixby field, was a close competitor for Stebbins’ title 
when his luck turned. He was in on 19 dry holes, but kept 
on plugging away with supreme optimism, saying he would 
strike it lucky some time, which he did. 

In the Kansas field, Joe Forbes has just completed dry 
hole No. 34, that is, he has been interested from full owner 
to a sixty-fourth interest in just that many tests and every 
one of them have been dry holes. Some of these have been 
drilled as offsets to real oil wells. Others a hundred miles 
away from even the smell of oil. Others have been on “struc- 
ture” and others at locations picked out by the “smellers.” 
A peach tree twig located the only one that had a spoontul 
of oil in it. Still Joe doesn’t believe in locating wells by 
the twig method. He just believes in them wherever it looks 
good and there is plenty of acreage, and is not discouraged 
but will soon start three more tests, one in Kansas and two 
in Oklahoma, these to be located on geology. Another “spe- 
cialist” in the first division is E. W. Kimbley of Okmulgee, 
now known wherever there is oil, drilled so many dry holes 
that he was known as “dry hole Kim.” An Okmulgee news- 
paper “wrote him up” and, strange to say, in just two months 
after the article appeared, Kimbley drilled in a 500-barrel 
well and since that time 500-barrel wells have become an 
almost every day occurrence in the Kimbley crowd. In pass- 
ing, it may be said that the newspaper man who “wrote him 
up” is still grubbing along, writing newspaper dope. Doz- 
ens of men could be named who have drilled up to fifty or 
more dry holes before success was achieved, but Sid Mal- 
lory of Tulsa is handed the championship belt with an al- 
leged record of 89 dry holes drilled before a rainbow of oil 
was found to predict fairer weather ahead. Another optimist 
with a dusty record is Ross Stigler of Tulsa, a dry one in 
Stone Bluff last week was his seventeenth consecutive failure. 





Fullerton Absorption Plant Started 


Fullerton, Calif—The National Products Company, man- 
ufacturers of casinghead gasoline by the absorption pro- 
cess, has commenced the erection of its second plant on the 
Union’s Hole property. The plant will have a capacity of 
1,000 gallons daily. The National Products gasoline plant 
on the Graham-Loftus, an adjoining property, is meeting 
with pronounced success, making 700 gallons of high grade 
gasoline daily. 
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Cementing Process of Excluding Water From 
Oil Wells as Practiced in California 


One of the most important problems connected with the 
economical recovery of oil is that of the permanent exclusion 
of the water before or after the oil reservoirs are reached. 
As one of the —, experienced operators in California for- 
cibly expresses “The oil industry is the most important 
water business fe the State.” 

Water may occur in porous strata above or below an oil- 
bearing bed; it is found generally in the oil-bearing sands 
“backing-up” or underlying the oil. If there is water in the 
porous strata above or below the bed, flooding of the oil 
sands can generally be prevented by isolating the water 
sources. Flooding caused by the water underlying the oil is 
a sign of the exhaustion of the oil supply. 

In California the exclusion of water has been accomplished 
in a number of ways, determined by the local conditions, but 
so far the most uniformly successful method is the cementing 
process, which is used with slight modifications throughout 
the 11 principal districts in the State. 

Although in some wells cement or cement grout is used 
between the casings in order to form an impervious pack- 
ing, which stops the inrush of water, this expedient is em- 
ployed only in extreme cases, and, as can be readily under- 
stood, does not affect the migration of oil or water through 
the strata penetrated by the wells. To prevent the flooding 
of the oil sands by the waters above or below, it is necessary 
to force the cement into the space outside the casing in or- 
der to form a water-tight bond between the casing and the 
walls of the hole. 

The details of the operation vary with the location of the 


water sands in relation to the oil-bearing beds, it being 
comparatively easy to “case off” waters occurring a con- 


siderable distance away’ from the oil zone, and proportion- 


ately harder to exclude water immediately over, between, 
or below the oil-bearing sands; and these difficulties are 
greatly magnified with the increased depth of the wells. 


The porosity of the formations penetrated, the different grav- 
ities of the oils, and the varying gas and hydrostatic pres- 
sures affecting the oil or water are also important factors 
having a direct bearing on the problem of shutting out the 
water. 


The number of water sands penetrated before the oil- 
producing zone is encountered varies, being usually from 


one to five. In some fields there exist two or more dis- 
tinct oil zones, and a water sand sometimes occurs between 
these oil zones, in which case the cementing operation be- 
comes doubly important, as the greatest care must be ex- 
ercised in order to effect the recovery of the oil from these 
different sands without admitting the intervening water. O31 
zones situated as those referred to above are found in the 


Coalinga-Westside field, where it has heen impossible to 
produce simultaneously from the “light” and “heavy” oil 


sands without encountering considerable trouble with the wa- 
ter lens that in places occurs between them. The general 
practice at present is to exhaust the upper, sands before tap- 
ping the deeper ones. 


Two General Methods of Cementing Oil Wells 


Although there are many processes of cementing in use, 
which differ as to minor details, the oper ration is in gen- 
eral accomplished in two ways: (1) By pumping the ce- 
ment mixture through the tubing, whence, unable to flow 
back between the tubing and the casing, it is forced out- 
side the casing; (2) by lowering the cement mixture in a 
dump _ bailer, and forcing it to the outside either by means 
of a plunger driven down with the aid of water under pres- 
sure, or with a plug fitted to the end of the casing. The 
first-mentioned method is commonly known as the pump 
method, and the devices used for the latter, according to 
detail, are variously designated by the names of investors, 
as the Perkins cement plunger, or the Baker cement plug. 


Recommendations and Suggestions 


Previous to discussing specifically the two processes men- 
tioned above the following recommendations and sugges- 
tions are presented. These should be observed, irrespective 
of the process employed, in order to accomplish a successful 
cementing operation: 

l. A careful study of the well records of all neighbor- 
ing wells should be made, in order to understand the un- 
derground conditions of the immediate territory, before it 


is decided at what depth or in which formation the casing 
should be “landed” 


and cementing undertaken, keeping in 
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mind that the operation can be best carried on at the time 
the well is drilled and before the oil zone is reached: 

2. The condition of the hole should be such as to allow 
the free lowering and raising of the casing, thus assuring 
between it and the walls of the hole a space through which 
the cement mixture may move or circulate before the initial 
setting takes place. It is usually a good plan to under- 
ream the lower 30 to 100 feet of the hole, thus facilitating 
circulation and the formation of a thick protective layer of 
cement around the lower portion of the casing. 

3. The well should be cleaned of all debris and mud, and 
enough clear water should be pumped in to wash out any 
sulphur or alkaline water. 

4. It should be ascertained whether the casing leaks by 
the use of a casing tester or other effective means. 

5. Previous to cementing, some definite information 
should be gained relative to the action of the water in the 
hole on the setting qualities of the cement. If the action 
is detrimental, a chemical analysis of the water should be 
made with the intent of ascertaining and perhaps correct- 
ing any deleterious effect of the particular salts in solution. 
An excess of gypsum in the water might delay the setting 
of ordinary cement three to four months. To meet this con- 
dition a quick-setting cement should be used. Considerable 
quantities of alkali in flowing water may destroy or dis- 
integrate cement. 

6. Whatever the composition of the water in 
it is of the utmost importance that the water 
with the cement be as pure as possible, preferably con- 
densed water from the boiler, as the character of the water 
will have a controlling effect on the subsequent behavior of 
the mixture. If the water is warm the time of setting will 
probably be shortened. In all cases the mixture should be 
as thick as can be conveniently handled under the circum- 
stances. ; 

7. As the initial setting of cement under ordinary condi- 
tions takes place in about two hours after the mixing with 
water, this time will, to a certain extent, limit that employ ed 
in the operation, but as the mixture remains comparatively 
soft for two hours longer, the cement may possibly be pumped 
during the third or fourth hour after mixing if greater pres- 
stire is exerted. 

8. Although no appreciable change occurs in the cement 
after being allowed to set for about two days, the hole pref- 
erably should not be disturbed for two weeks, during which 
time the pressure maintained should be as nearly as pos- 
sible that used during the cementing. In one well, however, 
where the ordinary precautions were used, the cement was 
found to be in a fluid condition and was readily pumped out 
after remaining in the hole for 13 days. 

9. In shallow wells it may sometimes be advantageous 
to pump in cement until it reaches the surface, an indica- 
tion that all the cavities are filled, and that when the ce- 
ment shall have set, it will form a protective coating around 
the casing for its full length. Such a procedure is also ad- 
visable in any well where the waters are of such character 
as to corrode the casing quickly. 

10. The approximate quantity of cement to be used 
should be carefully ascertained after a close study of neigh- 
boring operations. If the quantity be too small, the result 
will be unsatisfactory, and if the pumping be done indis- 
criminately the expense will be increased without improving 
the chances of accomplishing a successful job. 

11. After the cement has been pumped into the hole and 
the casing lowered to the bottom, all the mixture that re- 
mains inside the casing should be bailed out as soon as pos- 
sible before it sets, as the subsequent drilling of such a ce- 
ment core is difficult: dtd ‘t&etesponsible for many failures 
in cementing wells, the jar from the heavy tools causing the 
cement outside the casing to crack. 

12. After the cement has been allowed to set a sufficient 
time, the water should be withdrawn, the operation being 
gradual in order to avoid the possible collapse of the casing 
or the jamming of considerable loose material on the bot- 
tom from the inrush of the outside water if the cementing 
operation has not been successful. By pumping the water, 
say one-third at a time. at intervals of 12 hours, any sud- 
den inflow will be readily noticeable by the rising of the 
inner water level, and this rising water will tend to equal- 
ize the hydrostatic pressures outside, and thus prevent the 
collapse of the casing. Should the well be a comparatively 
shallow one, the pressure of the outside water will not be 
sufficient to cause the failure of the casing, so that it may 
be advisable to keep the hole bailed dry from the beginning 
In order to ascertain whether the water has _ percolated 


the hole, 
used for mixing 
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through holes in the casing itself, a casing tester may be 
used. This consists of two or three joints of tubing open 
above and closed at the lower end, and having bolted at the 
open end a ring of belting of such diameter as to fit snugly 
into the casing. The tester is lowered with the sand line, 
say 500 feet at a time, and withdrawn to observe whether any 
water has collected in the tester throughout that distance, 
and by repeating the operation it can be ascertained whether 
the casing leaks, and if so, at what place. 

13. In general, most of the failures of the cementing 
operation can be attributed to improper circulation on the 
outside of the casing, poor quality of cement, the deleterious 
effect of salt water on good cement, lack of sufficient pres- 
sure in the pump to overcome unforeseen obstacles, or, 
where gas has been encountered below the place where ce- 
meniing is to be undertaken, to the improper exclusion of 
the gas, a condition that will keep the cement above con- 
stantly agitated and prevent it from setting. 

14. It may prove generally advisable, in order to ascer- 
tain any subsequent failure of the cementing operation or 
the encountering of minor water sources, to use oil in place 
of water for finishing the well or “drilling in.” 


Pump Method of Cementing 


The procedure in connection with the pump method is as 
follows: After the space between casing and tubing has 
been filled with water and after the fact that the casing can 
be lowered and raised without difficulty has been ascer- 
tained, the casing is hung six to twenty-four inches above 
the bottom. A column of tubing, to the lower end of which 
is attached a reducer or a T joint, is lowered to about two 
feet above the casing shoe and connected to the pump. 
Enough water is then forced down to indicate whether it will 
circulate freely between the outer casing and the wall of the 
hole; the water also serves to remove whatever slush or 
alkaline water remains in the well. Before pumping stops, 
the casing is lowered to the bottom to test whether the bond 
between the casing and the material upon which the shoe 
resis is water-tight and whether the casing leaks or not. 
If the casing is sound, the pressure against which the pump 
is working will immediately increase. 

Seven hundred pounds of cement mixed with about 16 
barrels of water is sometimes enough for a_ successful ce- 
menting job in wells 900 to 1,200 feet deep, whereas in other 
wells as much as 25 tons is necessary properly to protect 
the hole. The mixture is made in a shallow wooden tank 
and is pumped continuously until all has been used, when 
the pump is disconnected to allow the inserting of a wooden 
plug into the tubing. The plug is then driven down by ad- 
ditional pumping. The plug forces the cement ahead until 
it reaches the reducer at the lower end of the tubing and 
so drives all the cement to the outside of the casing. The 
pressure is kept constant while the casing is being lowered 
to the bottom, after which the pump is disconnected, the 
tubing pulled out, and whatever mixture remains in the hole 
is immediately removed with a bailer. 

The cement is allowed to remain undisturbed for 12 to 
14 days, when the tools are run in and the hole drilled out 
for about 10 feet below the casing shoe; then the well is 
allowed to stand undisturbed 15 to 24 hours as a final test. 

In some wells drilled by the rotary method, it is advisable 
to pump the cement into the casing, which has been per- 
forated for some distance above the rotary bit to allow the 
escape of the cement to the outside. The cement is then 


poured into the casing and forced down with a wooden plug 
propelled with the aid of the pump. The water below the 
cement passes through the perforations to the outside, the 
cement following. When the upper plug reaches the closed 
end of the casing all the cement has presumably been driven 
out. 

In the best practice a pump capable of maintaining a 
pressure of 700 or 800 pounds per square inch is provided 
for use with the pumping method. Although this pressur¢ 
is seldom required to force the cement in, the pump is pow- 
erful enough to overcome the difficulties that sometimes arise, 

Use of the Cement Plunger 

The cement plunger has been found very effective in the 
cementing of many wells. Among the advantages that can 
be claimed for it is that no tubing is required in connec- 
tion with its use. The following description gives an idea 
of how the plunger is used: 

After the fact that the casing is free and the circulation 
is established has been ascertained, the casing is pulled 
up about two feet from the bottom and about 10 barrels of 
clear water pumped in to wash out any slush or mineral- 
ized water that may have accumulated in the lower portion 
of the hole. The circulating head is removed and two iron 
disks, connected by a cast-iron stem about two inches in 
diameter and three feet long, are placed in the casing. 


.These disks have a diameter about three-fourths of an inch 


smaller than that of the casing. A ring of rubber belting 
attached to the rim of each makes it fit the casing snugly, 
and keeps the cement from forcing its way past and mix- 
ing with the water already in the hole. The mixture is 
pumped into the casing, forcing the disks down, and after 
the cement has all been pumped in, the cap on the circu- 
lating head is again removed and another iron disk put 
in, similar to the ones already inserted, except for a cup- 
shaped leather follower which fits snugly in the casing and 
is attached to it at the top. The cap on the circulating head 
is then put in place and water pumped into the well, forcing 
the whole column of water and cement down until the lower 
disk reaches the bottom of the hole, leaving the uppermost 
disk about one foot inside the casing. The pressure from 
the pump forces the cement past the pliable washer at- 
tached to the upper disk. The pumping is continued until 
the upper disk is forced down on top of the one already at 
the bottom; the leather follower attached to the top of this 
disk being cup-shaped expands under pressure to the side 
of the casing, blocking the discharge. The pressure gauge 
on the pump immediately indicates that the cement is all 
out of the casing. Double assurance that the cement has 
all been displaced by the water may be had by measuring 
the water pumped into the hole after the cement. The bailer 
should be used in a couple of days to remove any cement 
that may have slipped past the disks at the inside of the 
casing. The disks being of cast iron are easily drilled out 
afterwards. The time required in this process for the ce- 
menting operation proper is only about one hour. 


Use of the Cement Plug 


The cement plug is shown in figure 1. When this device 
is to be used in connection with cementing a well, the ce- 
ment mixture is either conveyed to the bottom of the “open” 
hole by a dump bailer or, if the formation is apt to cave, 
the mixture is dumped in while the casing rests on the hot- 
tom and the casing is subsequently pulled out of the cement. 
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After it has been determined that there is no cement in 
the casing, the cement plug is hung by a soft rope from a 
hailer. As the bailer is lowered down the hole, the slips 
(a, Fig. 1) on the plug slide upward, thus allowing the plug 
free passage. When the plug strikes the 
water the weight oft the bailer on the 
valve stem causes the valve b at the bot- 
tom of the plug to open, thus allowing 
the water to pass through and the plug to 
descend freely. When the plug passes out 
of the casing the slips drop, and if a slight 
tension is exerted on the sand line the 
plug is brought against the casing shoe 
and the slips catch thereon, closing. the 
valve and furnishing the casing with a 
closed pointed end that effectually pre- 
vents the passage of any material back 
into the casing. The casing is then low- 
ered into the cement with enough strain 
on the bailer to hold the plug tight against 
the kole, but not enough to break the soft 
rope between the bailer and the plug. Care 
must be exercised in this operation to see 
that the bailer is lowered with the casing, otherwise the tie 
between the bailer and the plug may break and the plug 
fall into the open hole. : 

As soon as the casing has been set into the cement and 
will go no further, the bailer is jerked loose from the plug 
and pulled out; then, if the weight of the casing is not 
sufficient to cause it to settle through the cement to the 
bottom of the hole, the casing may be driven down. The 
valve in the plug being closed and the slips fitting tight in 
the shoe, none of the cement can go back intu the casing, 
and it will, therefore, be forced into the formation or up the 
hole on the outside of the casing. The plug, being made of 
cast iron one-half inch thick, can be easily drilled out. 

One of the advantages of the method of lowering the 
cement to the bottom of the casing before forcing it out 
is that the cement can be mixed thicker than under the 
pump methods; consequently, a smaller quantity is needed. 
In many cases it is advisable to cement and test certain 
formations before going deeper. Under this method, as 
not so much cement is used, the subsequent loosening of 
the casing would probably be easier should removal be 
desirable. 

















ae ae 


S. P. Witnesses Testified Officials Knew Not of 
Oil on Lands Secured by Grants 


San Francisco, California—Following the testimony in 
New York of Henry E. Huntington for the Southern Pacifie 
in the oil land litigation, Henley Booth, attorney for the 
railroad company, issued the following statement: 

“The testimony at New York was completed this afternoon. 
The witnesses who testified were D. A. Worthington, presi- 
dent of the Cincinnati, Indianapolis and Western; W. A. 
Worthington, vice-president and assistant to the chairman 
of the Southern Pacific Railroad Company; Julius Krutt- 
schnitt, chairman of the executive committee of the South- 
ern Pacific Railroad Company; Charles H. Markham, presi- 
dent of the [linois Central, and Henry EF. Huntington. 

“Their testimony, which was largely along the same gen- 
eral lines, was to the effect that no one connected with the 
Southern Pacific organization in any responsible position 
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as selected by the railroad under its land grants being oil 
lands, particularly during the period when the selection was 
being made, from 1885 to 1895. 


As to the Sales 


“They all laid stress on the fact that the company made 
numerous sales in that region of lands that have since 
turned out to be valuable as oil lands and that the company 
had no land reserved from sale except that actually needed 
for operating purposes, such as station buildings and grounds, 
etc., until after the discovery of oil by outsiders in the Coa- 
linga field in 1896, and in the Kern River field near Ba- 
kersfield in 1899. Subsequent to the latter discovery, the 
company’s policy of offering San Joaquin valley lands for 
sale for grazing and agricultural purposes was abandoned, 
large areas being withdrawn from the market pending in- 
vestigation. Large portions of these areas were subsequent- 
ly restored to market. 

“Henry E. Huntington testified that he had intimate and 
confidential relations with Collis P. Huntington, and was 
also assistant to Huntington with very broad and general 
powers from 1892 to 1900, and that he had never heard dis- 
cussed any scheme or plan to obtain oil lands from the Gov- 
ernment by fraudulently representing them as non-mineral 
in character, and that neither he nor any of the responsible 
officials with whom he came in contact ever dreamed of 
there being any oil in Southern Pacific grant lands in the 
San Joaquin valley until outsiders discovered it after the 
company had obtained its patents, and that the company 
then found that it had been selling very valuable oil lands 
for grazing and agricultural purposes. 

“Chairman Kruttschnitt reinforced this testimony and also 
told of the efforts made by the company from 1896 to 1899 
to obtain an adequate supply of oil from sources outside the 
San Joaquin valley, the company not knowing that it al- 
ready had title to large areas of valuable oil land in that 
valley. 

“Henry E. Huntington also testified that the Pacific Im- 
provement Company, then owned by the Huntington, Hop- 
kins, Stanford and Crocker interests, had endeavored from 
about 1891 to 1898 to produce commercial quantities of as- 
phalt from the vicinity of McKittrick near lands now sued 
for by the Government, but that this venture was not prof- 
itable, and about 1898 the company sold out all of the in- 
terests it had in that vicinity, and about 2,000 acres of land 
held under long-term lease, receiving a small price, which 
it was very glad to obtain, as it was not realized that any 
of this land was valuable for the production of oil. 

“Another witness previously testified that a portion of the 
land was disposed of a few years later and yielded oil in 
such large quantities that the company having it made a 
net profit of nearly half a million dollars a year for sev- 
eral years.” 

The taking of testimony in Washington for the Southern 
Pacific in the oil land litigation this week involves the 
presence in the national capital at this time of the Hon. E. 
J. Justice, chief counsel for the Government in all the pro- 
ceedings against both the railroad and the various claim- 
ants of land within the withdrawn areas. In fact, after the 
session in New York had been concluded last week, Mr. 
Justice is reported to have visited Washington and to have 
been in conference with the chief opponents of the rights 








of the oil men—Attorney General Gregory and Secretary 
knew of the possibility of lands in the San Joaquin valley Daniels. 
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Development of Rittman Process Explained 
Dr. Thomas H. Norton 


One of the notable features in the current general expan- 
sion of American chemical industries is the evolution of the 
Rittman process for transforming a large proportion of the 
residues of our petroleum refineries into gasoline, benzene 
and toluene. 

The process, originated in the Bureau of Mines and elabo- 
rated as an industrial method under the auspices of the 
same bureau, has now issued from the experimental stage 
and taken its position as a recognized industrial asset in the 
Nation’s cycle of productive activity. By its aid vast quan- 
tities of petroleum waste, hitherto available for little beyond 
fuel purposes, can be transformed at will either into gaso- 
line for use in motor engines or into benzene or toluene, also 
susceptible of the same utilization but constituting likewise 
the crude material for the manufacture of the two coaltar 
high explosives—picric acid and trinitrotoluene—and form- 
ing also the starting points for the synthesis of an almost 
endless variety of dyestuffs, medicinals, photographic chemi- 
cals, artificial flavors, and perfumes. 


May Not Meet Demand for Motor Fuel 


Under normal conditions in times of peace the by-products 
of our coke ovens will more than meet the Nation’s demands 
in the manufacture of the latter categories of chemicals. The 
case is, however, far different in regard to the supply of 
motor fuel for automobiles, airplanes, and motor craft. Ap- 
prehension is felt that at an early date the supply of gaso- 
line from crude petroluem, or of benzene and toluene from 
the distillation of coal, may fall far behind the world’s de- 
mand for motor fuel. 

The Rittman process promises to relieve entirely this anx- 
iety, or at least postpone all danger of.a shortage to a very 
distant date. Economically it will act as a healthful check 
upon any unnatural tendency to increase the price of ordinary 
gasoline. The process as now perfected makes it possible 
to produce gasoline at a cost of 6 cents per gallon. 





Introducing Distinctly American Process 

The process is thoroughly protected by patents. Manu- 
facture in the United States is permitted without payment 
of license fees for royalties. Manufacture abroad is per- 
missible under the patent rights secured in the different coun- 
tries on the payment of fixed license fees. The American 
company controlling the patents is now actively engaged in 
introducing this new and distinctly American process in the 
leading foreign countries, where its advent is warmly wel- 
comed. The establishment of the new industry in various 
quarters of the globe offers naturally an exceptionally ad- 
mirable opportunity for American constructors to furnish the 
requisite plant and equipment. 

There is every indication that at an early date the Ameri- 
can Rittman process will be well installed in all lands where 
petroleum refineries exist and will exert a widespread in- 
fluence upon the rapid evolution of all phases of transpor- 
tation—terrestrial, aerial, and marine—dependent upon an 
abundant supply of gasoline. 





2, 
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Oil and War 


Oil is essentially a peace commodity, and its greatest de- 
velopment has been in catering to the needs of mankind, 
which was devoted in peaceful pursuits of life. On the other 
hand, in the event of war, oil is a war necessity, ranking in 
importance to that of shell and gunpowder. Under the pres- 
ent system of naval equipment and of land warfare, gaso- 
line and fuel oil are indispensable requisites. 

The American oil industry during the past two years has 
adjusted itself to war requirements. Refineries are working 
on a scale that yields the largest amount of gasoline. the most 
necessary and valuable product. This method of refining 
leaves a residue practically fit only for fuel oil. 

, 
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Says His Rigging Was Put Off of Land 


Suit to enjoin J. H. Edwards, W. A. Ward and Ida Ward 
from drilling and from attempting to prevent O. H. Chap- 
man from drilling on an oil and gas lease in Carter County 
valued at $16,500 was filed in the United States District 
Court yesterday. 

Chapman, through his attorneys, Gibson and Hull, as- 
serts that on February 10 he sent contractors on to the 
lease to begin drilling. The defendants, he says, forcibly 











February 17, 1917 


ejected the contractor and his men and that night removed 
all of the machinery and timbers of the drilling company. 

W. A. Ward and Ida Ward sold the lease to the south 
half of the southwest quarter of the southeast quarter of 
section 18, the west half of the northwest quarter of ihe 
northeast quarter, and the southwest quarter of the norith- 
east quarter, the northwest quarter of the northeast quarter 
of the southeast quater of 19-4-2 to J. Gill in 1913. 

The portion of the lease in question in the suit was as- 
signed to Fred Chapman on Jan. 27, 1914. On Feb. 7, 1914, 
Fred Chapman assigned it to O. H. Chapman. Each of the 
holders of the lease complied in every way with the require- 
ments of the five-year lease contract and it was valid on 
February 10 of this year, the petition says. 

On February 6, 1917, the Wards sold a lease to the same 
land to J. H. Edwards. The plaintiff asks that this lease 
be declared void.—Muskogee Phoenix. 


2, 
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Gasoline Explosions Numerous 

Many garage fires from the smaller towns and villages of 
Minnesota are being reported, says Robert W. Hargadine. 
state fire marshal. 

Four men were injured, one probably fatally, as a result 
of careless placing of a barrel of gasoline in a garage at 
Clinton last week. 

Persons conducting garages are evidently becoming care- 
less and it is important that the dangerous element in gaso- 
line should never be overlooked for an instant. The absent- 
minded man who places a burning cigar or cigarette stub 
near a barrel of gasoline is taking his life in his hands and 
is also criminally negligent in relation to the destruction of 
property. 
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Natural Gas Report Issued 
The United States Geological Survey, Department of the 
Interior, now has available for distribution its annual state- 
ment of Natural Gas for the year 1915. 
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A lot of people are driving high-powered motor cars about 
the country who formerly weren't considered competent to 
operate a baby carriage. 





OIL AND GAS WELL 
SUPPLIES 


‘‘Tropenas’’ 
Patent Steel Fish Tail Bit, 
Grip Rings, Rotary Shoes, Slide Tongs, etc. 
“‘Vanadium’”’ 


Cast Iron Sprockets, and Casing Heads, 
Grey Iron, Steel and Semi-Steel, 
Brass Castings. 


Forgings 
For Drill Collars, Rotary Shoes, etc. 
Manufacturers and Sales Agents for 
Decker 20\4-inch Dove-Tail Post Rotary. 


Complete Rotaries and Repair 
Parts Carried in Stock 


De Soto Foundry & Machine Co. 


(LIMITED) 


MANSFIELD, LOUISIANA 
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Mineral Lease 


193143—H. W. Bounton to James W. Thompson, 40 
acres lots 2, 4, 12 of block 8, Webster townsite, Janu- 
ary 19, LIE E RS ene Pie eS Sea aot Ree nee Ene ere 

193146—Eugene Grissom to Frank Boyer, 50 acres John 
Dickinson survey, January 19, 1917 ................ 

193146—W. I. Grissom to James W. Thompson, 50 acres 
out of John Dickinson league, January 19, 1917.... 

193146—F. M. Hukins to Frank Boyer, 5 acres out of 
the John Dickinson league, January 19, 1917........ ——— 

193125—W. M. Dewey to B. A. Ferrell, trustee, lots 1 to 
6 Louis Long addition to Humble townsite, January 
ROR) OS Ne eee et ae ee eee 

193147—R. P. Knight to James W. Thompson, 40 acres 
out of John Dickinson league, January 12, 1917 

193148—Mrs. Alex Sims to Frank Boyer, 40 acres out 
of block 6 of Sherman Place addition, February 3, 
LOU (IPRS a Ae Coen Ca AIR any IS hen i eer era 

193126—Mrs. N. M. Benson to B. A. Ferrell, trustee, 
lots 2, 7, 8, block 24, Humble townsite, January 19, 
RT eee ole eee hms eater ea nick Grea ainiercisinieetat 
ig rg Roundtree to B. A. Ferrell, trustee, lot 
block 24, Humble townsite, January 20, 1917 . 

193128 Ingham to B. A. Ferrell, lots 3, 4, 8, 9, block 
25, Humble townsite, January 19, 1917 .......2406.%- —— 

193153—O. M. Witcomb to James W. Thompson, lots 
2, 3, 4, 7, 8, block 4, lots 4 to 7, block 9, lot 2 block 
3 of Sherman Place addition January 31, 1917 ...... 

193151—J. R. Thompson to J. W. Thompson, 50 acres 
out of Sarah MckKissick survey, January 19, 1917 .. 

193152—B. B. Thomas to James W. Thompson, 100 
acres out of Sarah McKissick league, January 19, 
LEY | GA aOR SPR Ger ON era een ey re tala re ay ae Rane 

193149—Mrs. Alex Sims to Frank Boyer, 40 acres out 
of block 8, Sherman Place addition, February 3, 1917 ——— 

193277—Mrs. A. E. Legar to Gulf Production Company 
5 acres out of William Scott league, January 26, 
MEO ree rca he afore taterever aster never Fe ones cote cteter seiner 
193278—Bay & Bayou Company to Gulf Production 
Company, 50 acres out of William Scott league No. 
by MI GRMMNAERE NNN! piso ea tiry 1's olaveiavsiasevere loisla ie re oars Gisele 

193150—E. J. Thomas to Fg W. Thompson, 18.72 
acres out of lot 5 of J. R. Williams league, January 
19, 1917 

193306—H. D. Rogers to Lawrence Lipper, 
out of C. C. Shelby one-third league, 
1917, one-eighth royalty. 

5 Mrs. L. Carman to Gulf Pipe Line Company, a 
tract out of Nathaniel Lynch league, February 9, 
Me eae pe fate hes tesa aT aiid ratte Niele Maracas otss 

193587—-M. W. Loury to W. A. Paddock, 1% acres out 
of Charpiot S. D. of James Strange survey, January 
23, 1917 


1,500 


10,000 


100 acres 
January 18, 
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Extension of Mineral Lease 


193168—Clara B. Chapman et al. to E. M. Walrath, land 
in Harvey Whiting league, extension for 180 days from 
August 26, 1916. 

193207—Morris Rosenthal to Hilly Oil Company, 
tended to May 6, 1917. 

193266—James Berry to R. E. Burt et al., half interest in 
420 acres out of south half of Thomas Norment survey, ex- 
tended to June 5, 1917. 


lease ex- 
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Assignment of Mineral Lease 


193347—Ben W. Ralston to Sun Company, 208% acres 
known as Ralston Permit No. 1753, submerged land, 





SS Oe ESI IES ORE EOE OTT TEED 15,638 
193374—United Petroleum Trust Estate to Producers 

Oil Company, 100 acres out of Ritson Morris league, 

ETE A e280 | 7 RANE arene reperer er rere e ee eee 300 

5 S. W. Johnson to Charles L. Armstrong et al., 

10 acres out of J. W. Mann, S. D. of Harvey Whit- 

ing survey, February 9, 1917, one-eighth royalty and 5,000 


Oil Prospect 

193515--R. H. Johnson, applicant, to State of 
acres near Goose Creek, February 10, 1917. 

193530—G. F. Mitchell, applicant, to State of Texas, 100 
acres known as Negro Lake, February 6, 1917. 

193331—J. P. Mitchell, applicant, to State of Texas, 300 
acres known as Mitchell’s Bay, February 6, 1917. 

193532—J. P. Mitchell, applicant, to State of Texas, 100 
acres known as Ashe Lake at Cedar Bayou, February 8, 1917. 


Texas, 200 


Agreement 


193276—J. H. Christian, Cook County, Illinois, to Hen- 
rietta Oil Company, agreement that Christian shall pay as 
balance of purchase price of lease known as the Henrietta 
Oil Company, at Humble, $4,000 on this date, $3,000 on Feb- 
ruary Ist, 1917; $3,000 on March 1, 1917, and remainder on 
April 1, 1917. Christian shall advance money for labor not 
to exceed $300 per week, said G. E. Smith be employed as 
manager at $300 per month, January 13, 1917. 

193293—W. H. Bailey to San Jacinto Oil & Gas Company, 
agreed to release certain acreage in James Strange survey, 
December 22, 1916. 


Late Charter Filings 
Batson Oil and Gas Company, increasing capital stock from 
$8,000 to $16,000. 
The Wyatt Oil Company of Denver, Colo., 
$50,000; Texas headquarters in Sour Lake. 


2, 
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An amendment to the Interstate Commerce Act relative 
to car service has been introduced in the House by Con- 
gressman Esch, of Michigan, which, if it becomes a law, will 
extend the authority of the Interstate Commerce Commission 
in the matter of requiring railroads to provide cars of spe- 
cific classes to meet the demands of emergenciés of ship- 
pers. This will overcome the discrepancy in the present law, 
by reason of which the Supreme Court ruled that such au- 
thority is not vested in the Commission, as claimed by that 
body in an effort to require railroads to furnish tank cars 
for the transportation of petroleum. 

The part of Mr. Esch’s bill intended to cover this point 
follows : 

“Whenever the Commission shall be of opinion that an 
emergency exists in respect to the supply or use of cars for 
transportation of property, the Commission shall have, and 
it is. hereby given., authority, either upon complaint or upon 
its own initiative without complaint, at once, and, if so or- 
ders, without answer or other formal pleading by the inter- 
ested carrier or carriers, and with or without notice, hear- 
ing or the making or filing of a report,;according as the Com- 
mission may determine, to suspend the operation of any or 
all rules, regulations or practices then established with re- 
spect to car service for such time during the continuance of 
the emergency as may be determined by the Commission, 
and also authority to make such just and reasonable direc- 
tions with respect to car service during the emergency as 
in its opinion will best meet the emergency and promote the 
operation of car service in the interest of the public and to 
the advantage of the convenience and commerce of the peo- 
ple. The directions of the Commission as to car service 
during emergency may be made through and by such agents 
or agencies as the Commission shall ‘designate and appoint 
for that purpose.’ 


capital stock 











BFG Hydraulic Packing _ :: 
PHONE PRESTON 4392 





SOUTHERN RUBBER & BELTING CO. 


DISTRIBUTORS OF 
Best Rotary Hose :: 





Supreme Stitched Belting 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 
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Got More Than He Bargained For 


It was during the early excitement that some one had in- 
formed a farmer, on whose land a company was drilling a 
test, that the crew could bring in any kind of a producer 
desired. In other words, it was up to the driilers whether a 
well was destined to be wet or dry. Believing this to be 
true, the farmer went to the well and asked if this was a fact. 

On being informed such was the case, the farmer told the 
crew that if they brought him in a good well he would give 
each of the drillers a gold watch and the tool dressers a suit 
of clothes. 

The crew promised to do this providing that he was to 
keep the matter a secret, that if he did not there was likeli- 
hood of it dispelling the charm. 

This the farmer promised to do and went away highly 
elated over the outlook. When completed, the well made 2,000 
barrels a day and the farmer made his promise good. It was 
not long after this that a well was begun on a neighbor’s 
farm, a man with whom he was on friendly terms, and he 
longed to tell him of the power controlled by the drillers 
to bring in good wells. Finally, he decided to do so. His 
neighbor, a German by descent, when told of the matter, 
said: “Is dot so, mine friend. I goes right aval und gits 
me a good vell, too.” 

Upon the crew furnishing the information that it was up 
to him whether he got a well or not, he said: “Poys, if you 
bring me in a vell like mine neighbor Smith has, I gives 
you all gold vatches.” 

Telling him to go home and rest easy and not tell a soul, 
the German did so and waited patiently for the end of the 
story. 

The roads were in bad condition and supplies hard to get 
into the field. The well on the German’s farm was fast 
nearing completion. As no preparation had been made to 
take care of the oil, if any should be gotten, the boys, on 
tapping the sand at the midnight hour, stopped drilling. It 
was not long before gas was noticed coming out of the hole, 
which gradually increased in volume. To cut the story short, 
the weil drilled itself in and a very deluge of oil rushed 
down the slope to a smali rivulet, which wound its way 
through a pasture and by the Dutchman’s barn. At an early 
morning hour, a son of the German led the farm team down 
to the run, but the animals refused to drink, when the lad 
made the discovery that the run, swelled to three times its 
former size, was caused by escaping oil. Hastening to the 
house he informed his father of the matter, who, not waiting 
for his hat, double quicked over a hill to where was lo- 
cated the well. He found the crew seated on some planks a 
few rode from the derrick that was dripping with the fluid, 
the oil impelled by strong gas pressure, spurting half way up 
the derrick. 

Passing the crew and running up near the derrick, he 
stopped for a moment to gaze on the gusher, then came back 
to where the crew was sitting, saying: “Stop her, I say! 
Why you run all mine oil avay? Stop her, I say!” 

“We can’t do it,’ was the reply of one of the drillers. 
“Vat—can't stop her, I say, or you don’t git any gold vatch.” 

The story runs that the boys failed to be recompensed by 
the German for striking the gusher. 

? 


—————s 
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Proposes Pipe Line Across Atlantic Ocean 


An Irish manufacturer has prepared in detail a plan for 
laying an 18-inch submarine pipe line between the British 
Isles and America, which, according to estimates, would 
transmit oil to England at a small fraction of the present 
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WE sell large blue print Maps of the Piedras Pintas and Noleda oi] 
fields, Duval County, Texas, for $3.50 each.- Eureka Co., Box 41, 
San Diego, Texas. 


FIVE SALESMEN WANTED to sell beautiful building lots in hay- 

shore townsite, south of Goose Creek, which is to be prospected for 
oil. $30 each on easy terms. Purchaser secures free stock if oil is 
discovered. Attractive literature. Liberal commission. One agent 
made over $1,250 commissions last week. Others making $250 to $1,°0) 
monthly. Experienced town lot, drilling site or oil stock salesman can 
easily count on making $10,000 next few months. Commissions paid 
promptly. P. O. Box 1745, Houston, Texas, 








WANTED—News stands to handle the Gulf Coast Oil News. Attrac- 
tive proposition to dealers. Address Foster Building, Houston, Texas. 





DO YOU KNOW how to invest small amounts scientifically? Don’t 
you know you can do this? If you don’t know, let us_show you. 
National Oil Drilling Company, Beatty Building, Houston, Texas. 





FOR SALE—10 shares of Houston Deep Well Company stock at $15.0) 
per share. XXX Gulf Coast Oil News. 


INVESTORS, ATTENTION—We furnish to investors a free weekly 
stock letter. Write us with full address. Houston Stock Exchange, 
405 Foster Building, Houston, Texas. 








WHEN in need of production, leases or stock in any oil field in the 
world, write Houston Stock Exchange, 405 Foster Building, Houston, 
Texas. 





FOR SALE—10 shares Central Goose Creek Oil Company stock, $7.50 
_ per share. 999, care Gulf Coast Oil News. 





FOR SAL E—5 lots in Texas Gulf Oil Addition. Make me an offer as 
I need the money. Oscar Steuernagel, Tamina, Texas. 








transportation cost. The scheme is described in the February 
Popular Mechanics Magazine. As proposed, the pipe would 
be made of steel ribbon on the helical-tube principal, so as 
to be flexible. The overlappings of the ribbon as it winds 
round and round itself would be packed with asbestos twine. 
The tube would be able to withstand an internal pressure of 
2,000 pounds and an external pressure of 10,000 pounds per 
square inch. Around it would be woven a cotton casing 
coated with preservative. To give the pipe longitudinal 
strength a stranded steel cable would be put inside. Twenty 
vessels would be employed to lay the pipe, each being as- 
signed to a 130-mile section. The scheme calls for an outiay 
of $50,000,000. It is estimated that the transportation cost 
per 1,000 gallons per 1,000 miles would be about 50 cents. 
By tank steamers it is about $50. 


>, 
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Bradley Gets Control of Wyoming Oil Lands 


Kansas City, Mo.—Control of the Northwest Oil Company 
of Casper, Wyoming, capitalized at $1,500,000, has just passed 
to C. A. Bradley of Kansas City, well known mid-continent 
operator and refiner, through the purchase of a majority of 
the stock. The company’s property includes 5,500 acres of 
Wyoming oil land in the Big Muddy pool adjacent to hold- 
ings of the Mid-West, Ohio and Merritt Oil Companies. 
There are five wells now on the northwest acreage. 











Decidedly || Standard Oil Subs 
at Natural Gas and 
Oil Stocks 


Which We Specialize 


JO. P. CAPPEAU SONS 


Members Pittsburg Stock Exchange 


223 Fourth Avenue 403 Unity Building 
Pittsburg, Pa. Tulsa, Okla. 























$20 Buys Deed to Land 


Also Interest in Oil Wells that Should pay 
you $100 for every doliar invested 


PAYMENTS $1 MONTHLY 


COMPLETE INFORMATION FREE 
Address 


Texas Gulf Company 


118 Union Bank Building Houston, Texas 
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Oil Markets 


Following is a schedule of credit balance quotations in 
all divisions as of February 15: 


GULF COAST 
Spindle: VOp: sé osc se:o0c S05 Markham .....:0.s4<. $1.00 
SWE TICE csc.sk ok ocs arsiauer HOO Goose Creek ......06065. 1.00 
BONE aaase cewawekne MOD) FOGG os sie occe c:tenacece’s 1.00 
EE SEE SS BA TIE ok oe ckssccncce 1.00 
OS re MOO VIMEO: oo ocd cesrwrardviorss 1.00 
NN. ao twcacnwcn caw ean 1.00 
NORTH TEXAS 
ABC cs cae ais scien nos ES ES eS: | $1.70 
PICHEIEUEA  aisivsie.csielbaean 1.70 Corsicana, heavy ...... 85 
UR eae ease ae 170 ‘Corsicana, light ....... 1.70 
BEGGAMNG fcsena te cosiaedtssevers 1.70 
NORTH LOUISIANA 
Ce, TU cx sxiessas 2 a $1.60 
Caddo, heavy ......<<- Ae cic) —— 1.30 
EASTERN GRADES 
Pennsylvania: «0.0.66. S205 Somerset .............. $2.18 
a ae a | 1.00 
Cen ee Pre “CARAGA: dire wicmicbinciavsrsnate 2.18 
AES | CUES na Se eye 235° * 
CENTRAL WEST 
NOs EAiMia). ..ccccexs ee $1.87 
POU: IA. ois.56csis'eca-s's EBS “PRINGEON: 6 os.o%-ecssissionre 1.87 
UES Og ee oe ee 1.83 
OSS eee eres 2.05 
OKLAHOMA 
Cushing: Crude 6.0.0.5 nee 1.70 
PRCANGEOD ics Siscksewisinnw's 90 All other grades........ 1.70 
CALIFORNIA 


Below is a schedule of Standard Oil Company of Cali- 
fornia prices, effective since January 13, 1917. Agency prices 
are 1 cent per barrel more on each grade than Standard 
prices. - 
Kern River, Midway-Sunset, McKittrick, Lost Hills- 

Belridge, Coalinga— 


14 degrees to and including 17.9 degrees gravity....... $0.73 
18 degrees to and including 18.9 degrees gravity...... 74 


And for each increase in gravity of one, full degree 
above 18 degrees gravity up to and inclusive of 24.9 de- 
grees gravity, 1 cent per barrel additional. 

25 degrees to and including 25.9 degrees gravity ...... 82 
And for each increase in gravity of one full degree © 
above 25 degrees gravity up to and inclusive of 36.9 de- 
grees gravity, 2 cents per barrel additional. 

37 degrees to and including 37.9 degrees gravity ...... 1.07 

And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 37 degrees, 3 cents per barrel additional. 


Ventura County— 
25 degrees to and including 25.9 degrees gravity ...... 82 
And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 25 degrees gravity up to and inclusive of 36.9 de- 
grees gravity, 2 cents per barrel additional. 
37 degrees to and including 37.9 degrees gravity ...... 1.07 
And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 37 degrees gravity, 3 cents per barrel additional. 
Whittier-Fullerton Field— 


lo degrees to and including 17.9 degrees gravity .:.... .73 
18 degrees to and including 18.9 degrees gravity ...... 74 


And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 18 degrees up to and inclusive of 24.9 degrees 
gravity, 1 cent per barrel additional. 

25 degrees to and including 25.9 degrees gravity ...... 

And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 25 degrees gravity up to and inclusive of 36.9 de- 
grees gravity, 2 cents per barrel additional. 

37 degrees to and including 37.9 degrees gravity ...... 1.07 

And for each increase in gravity of one full degree 
above 37 degrees gravity, 3 cents per barrel additional. 


FUEL OIL PRICES 


The following are spot quotations for fuel oil as of Feb- 
ruary 15: 


foe) 
tw 


Fort Worth, Corsicana, Dallas ................ 90 to 1.00 
CCN SN alates oiara ahisaiy tia ion wewigie omni meiainnewaalies 95 to 1.00 
SPUN, caters chia arts eter Vestn coaleua ion assis ied vented Relonenatn iets 1.10 to 1.35 
Mextcan crude at gulf ports .......6<ccecesses 90 to 1.00 





Local Stocks 


Quotations by the Houston Stock Exchange covering 
transactions for the week ending Thursday, February 15, 
1917: 














Name of Company | Par | Ask |Last Sale| High | Low 
Amer. Guar. Oil Co.....| 10.00).......| 10.00] 10.00| 10.00 
Bankers Oil & Gas Co..| 10.00} 16.00; 10.00) 20.00) 10.00 
C’trl Goose Creek Pet...; 5.00} 7.50! 7.50} = 7.70| ~— 5.00 
Chessy ‘Oi Cos os63.:cis:0:0s |, 1ONOO pox 60 | 100.00} 100.00} 100.00 
Clents OM” Co leioc.oc3ssanieres eo 0.) ee | 30.00} 30.00} 30.00 
Com, Onl Cons. cess snes SOOO Soc: | 50.00) 50.00; 50.G) 
Deep Sand Oil Co....... | 50.00} 350.00} 325.00} 50.00} 50.00 
Dixie Oil & Gas Co..... | 10.00: 7.50} .8.00| 20.00} 8.00 
Goose Creek Pet. Corp..| 50.00|....... | 75.00} 75.00) 50.00 
Great Southern Oil Co..| 10.00) 7.50! 7.50} 10.00; 2.00 
Hardy Oil Go. ccc cess | 10.00).......| 20.00) 25.00} 20.00 
Houston Deep Well Co..| 10.00} 15.00} 15.00; 25.00) 5.00 
Houston Goose Creek Co.| 10.00! 13.50} 13.00} 25.00; 14.00 
Humble Oil Co... «660. | 100.00).........<. | 600.00} 600.00! 140.00 
Humble Pet. Cow... <0: | 10.00; 10.00) 8.00) 15.00} 10.00 
Humble-Tex Pet. Co....| 10.00} 10.00) 10.00! 10.00; 10.00 
Jack ‘Rose: O1k Coisc<.6cc6:0i0 | 50.00) 75.00} 60.00} 100.00} 60.00 
McWilliams Oil Co..... TOO he ccs<s | 10.00; 10.00; 10.00 
National Oil & Gas Co..| 10.00) 5.00) 5.00} 15.00}; 1.00 
New Hope Oil Co....... ee ae 14.00} 14.00! 14.00 
Prince Baxter Oil Co....| 10.00; 10.00) 10.00! 14.00} 14.00 
San Jacinto Oil & Gas...| 50.00; 25.00; 47.50| 50.00| 25.00 
Singleton Ranch Co..... 10.00} 10.00) 10.00; 10.00} 10.00 
Southern Pet. Co........ 50.00! .275.00; 250.00} 310.00; 70.00 
State Ode 6 Gag ccs ees 25.00} 25.00} 25.00} 25.00! 25.00 





Tell your friends to get the Gulf Coast Oil News and keep 
posted. 





Production Bought 
and Sold 


THIS EXCHANGE IS A CLEARING HOUSE 


for Oil Lands, Stocks and Leases. 
Inquire of us before you buy or sell 


Houston Stock Exchange 


Keep Posted—Keep Others Posted 
Phone Preston 2437 405 Foster Building 


Houston, Texas 











and Slicker Suits 


OUR SPECIALTY 


Slickers 


We Deliver Slickers Anywhere in Texas 


WE SOLICIT YOUR 


Leather Repair Work 


As We Have Been Saddlery Manufacturers for Over 27 Years 


A. H. HESS & SON 


Phone Preston 4340 305 Travis St. Houston, Texas 
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Humble : Nacogdoches : Batson 


INVESTMENTS 
OUR THREE-IN-ONE PROPOSITION 
Investors Receive 75% Net Production—9000 Feet Guaranteed 


WRITE FOR FULL PARTICULARS 


Fifteen or CIVIL OIL & GAS COMPANY Peer_Wells 


More Wells GENERAL OFFICES: 309 CHRONICLE BUILDING, HOUSTON, TEXAS Guaranteed 























phones "21 Williams Iron Works 


Write, Phone or Tele- 
graph us and we will 











gladly give estimates | C, F, WILLIAMS, Proprietor HUMBLE, TEXAS 





Alamo Valves and all other High Grade Rubber Goods. Standard Rib Belts and 
Bull Ropes and Standard Rig Equipments. A Full Line of Oil Field Supplies. Any 
Kind of Oil Field Repair Work and Fishing Tools Will Receive Prompt Attention. 


RED REX DRILL HOSE 


AND ALAMO HYDRAULIC PACKING 














GIRTEN 


BELTING AND PACKING CO. 
Oil Field Supplies 


“Red Rex’’ ‘‘Alamo’’ 
Trade Mark “Nut Sed 93 Trade Mark 


HOUSTON AND GOOSE CREEK, TEXAS 
Agents in Every Field 





























HERE is no question 
regarding the value of 
an advertisement in the 


Gulf Coast Oil News 


@ You are reading this and 
others will likewise read 
yours. 


@ The cost of this advertis- 
ing 1s small, and the results 
are large. 


@ Let us tell you about it. 








Gulf Coast Oil News 


Foster Building me Houston, Texas 





























ATTENTION! 
ROTARY WELL DRILLERS 


The Hughes 


Patent Reaming 
Cone Bit 


Makes a straight round hole of 
full diameter from top to | 
bottom 


Manufactured by 


Hughes Tool Company 


Houston, Texas, U. S. A. 





